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During the last nine months Freemasonry has been undercover.  

can work with our community. A little 
volunteering would tidy up streetscapes, 
trim back the Widow Smith’s rambling 
garden, take away the pile of rubbish or 
garden clippings, re-pot shrubs, wash 
down graffiti, re-stain garden furniture, 
re-stock the winter wood piles and 
many other similar tasks which would 
make a real difference.

‘We could plan to work with some 
new groups in the community to 
provide safety for children, opportunity 
for the disabled, respect and apprecia-
tion for the aged; the list surely goes on.

‘Please consider how Masonicare and 
its particularly beneficial interACTION 
grants can be put to best use to provide 
mutual benefit to the square and com-
passes and our community. As we emerge 
from our lockdowns, we have this won-
derful opportunity to work toward lifting 
spirits, being there as the vision of hope 
and respite, and to be seen to be proudly 
standing up for our ideals and principles.

Lodges have not met and Masonic 
Centres have gathered dust. Every 
mason has been only too well 
aware of this. Unfortunately, the 

general public has probably been com-
pletely unaware! They have not noticed 
our absence because in most towns and 
cities they have not noticed our presence.

A lighthouse stands out and is noticed 
because it is usually tall and located on  
a headland. It is designed to be noticed, 
especially in the dark. So should it be  
for Freemasonry. We should stand out; 
people should notice us and notice what 
we do. We should set a shining example 
to the general community. However, we 
can’t do that by sitting in a lodge room. 
We have to get out into the community 
– and shine!

This quote from the Grand Master’s 
newsletter of 15 September expresses it 
really well.

‘Now is the time for our Zoom busi-
ness meetings to be planning how we 

‘No doubt we have all taken the 
opportunity to dust off our lodge clothes, 
and consider when might be the best 
time to meet over coffee, perhaps run 
through the ritual book, and generally 
think about how to resume our visits to 
those in respite or aged care facilities. 
This is the time to re-invent the role of 
the Masonicare Caring Officer. 

‘Similarly, with our buildings, no 
doubt we are all thinking of how we can 
best ensure our safety by planning our 
regular cleaning routines and locating 
the safest environment which will ensure 
that we and our families stay safe.’

On a slightly different topic we 
applaud the work of the Masonic 
Education Network (MEN). They are 
using technology and imagination to 
break new ground in the spreading of 
masonic knowledge. Read the compre-
hensive article in this issue.

Be a shining light in your 
community.

Stand tall  
and be seen   

Editorial
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Back
to business

Get your own!
Are you borrowing someone else’s copy of the Freemason?  
Did you know that you can receive your very own copies  
delivered to your door without being a mason?
For only $21 (or $26 overseas) per year, enjoy a four-issue subscription  
– just get in touch with the Secretary of the Freemason magazine by  
calling (02) 9284 2800 or by emailing freemason@masons.org.au.

Subscribe to the Freemason from only $21 per year!
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Quarterly Communication

For a while after the COVID  
shutdown in March this year, 
little happened in the name  
of Freemasonry.

As soon as we were able, and when  
it was clear that we would need to work 
through the long and staged recovery 
proposed by the Government Health 
Guidelines, we began to put together 
our own protocols. Our stage one, two 

Welcome back Brethren. It is a while since we have been 
able to hold a Communication in this hallowed place and 
it is a while since we have been able to practice the art of 
Freemasonry as we have become used to.
 

government when they have high-
lighted how important it is to introduce 
infrastructure and associated economic 
stimulus arrangements as a means of 
creating jobs and economic activity in 
all regions.

Brethren, we have over 80 masonic 
centres in this jurisdiction and to have  
a steady stream of local tradespeople 
working around them gives an enor-
mous boost to many communities. 
Importantly, it gives these communities 
some hope, and it undoubtedly puts 
Freemasonry in a good light.

I am pleased that we have been able 
to meet tonight. 

It is important that before we can 
move forward and call for any nomina-
tions for Grand Lodge office at the 
appropriate time next year, you should 
all have a clear understanding of the 
state of the company. To table and 
accept our audited financial statements 
tonight is the most important part of 
that process and I thank the Grand 
Treasurer, the members of the Finance 
and Audit Committee and the auditors, 
for what has been a remarkable achieve-
ment, particularly considering that all of 
our normal income streams have been 
cut off. I look forward to the Grand 
Treasurer and his team leading us out of 
the doldrums and likewise, I congratulate 
our SMC General Manager for the won-
derful innovations he has introduced. 
The Sydney Masonic Centre has been 
leading the conference sector recovery 
in Australia and with clever use of web-
based media, along with the existing 
in-house processes, SMC has brought 
new life back to this very important 
income stream.

Throughout the COVID period, com-
munication has been a challenge. 

and three guidelines were duly issued,  
and they set out the way ahead for us  
to be able to return to some activity. Of 
course, we are not yet free from these 
protocols and imaginative use of Zoom 
for our business meetings and other 
small social gatherings should continue 
to be used for some time yet to ensure 
our continued personal safety.

I am honoured to have been able to 
work closely with the Chairman of the 
Board of Management and the Grand 
Treasurer during this stand down period 
to progress the standing of the Craft. 
Early on, we realised that this was a 
wonderful opportunity for us to move 
ahead with many improvements and 
modifications to our masonic centres. 
Some of these improvements have 
involved major reconstruction and this 
has had an enormous impact in our 
local communities. Our efforts have 
echoed the sentiments of all levels of 

DECEMBER  
COMMUNICATION

OUR NEXT
COMMUNICATION 

The Grand Lodge Quarterly 
Communication will be held at  
the Sydney Masonic Centre on 

Wednesday 10 March 2021  
starting at 7.30pm.

The Communication is open to  
all members of Grand Lodge,  

which includes all Master Masons. 
The Grand Master extends an 
invitation to all other brethren  

to attend as observers. 

A live video stream of the 
Communication will be shown at a 

number of regional Masonic Centres.

I trust that my 
weekly newsletters 
have been able to 

keep you informed  
of where we are at...
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I trust that my weekly newsletters 
have been able to keep you informed  
of where we are at, and what activities 
might be available to you. In a similar 
manner, the chairman and members  
of the Freemason magazine editorial 
committee have worked hard to gather 
sufficient information to allow them to 
continue to provide an interesting and 
informative magazine. Of course, we all 
miss the many articles which would 
normally appear in the Regional 
Roundup section, and I can only encour-
age you all to offer a couple of photos 
and a short story as you begin to rein-
troduce many of your normal activities. 
We are always genuinely interested.

Of course, I take the time to thank 
the staff who manage this Sydney 
Masonic Centre. Even when the Centre 
is not being used on a daily basis, there 
is considerable cleaning and maintenance 
of the many artefacts, displays, and 
hidden treasures which support our  
rich history. On your behalf I extend  
our thanks to this dedicated team.

Brethren, there is much more for us  
to do. 

I encourage you all to reconnect with 
your local communities and use the 
good works of Masonicare to show how 
Freemasonry can cooperate with the 
many community groups which so 
obviously have benefitted from our 
support in the past.

Please ensure that we have regular 
contact with all of our members, and 
our widows, no matter where they 
might be living, so that the family of 
Freemasonry is again as one.

Please spare a thought for those who 
have passed away during this period 
and be prompt to offer support to their 
families.

Please acknowledge the many pro-
spective candidates who have come 
forward and are now seeking to know 
more about the mysteries of the Craft. 
We have lost very few members this 
year and now the new candidates  
awaiting initiation will grow our 
membership.

Over the past months, and as 
reported on page 20 of [December 2020’s] 
Freemason magazine, the continuing 
improvement to the Secretariat IMIS 
Database is giving us great confidence 

for the future. The amount of informa-
tion which will be available to all lodge 
and Grand Lodge officers will make the 
management of our business so much 
easier. Regular paperwork reports and 
forms will be a thing of the past, and 
there is almost nothing that this system 
won’t be able to do for you. This revision 
will certainly enhance our masonic 
experience, and we will all benefit.

Brethren, one of the most important 
items at any Communication is the 
conferral of Grand Honours. This regular 
acknowledgement of particular and 
current effort, and recognition of future 
potential, is one of the most pleasing 
duties for any Grand Master. When 
individual masons go above and beyond 
the call of duty to progress the Craft and 
tend to our brethren, we all benefit.  
I regret that due to the cancellation of  
our previous two Communications, we 
have not been able to proceed with this 
important acknowledgement, and I trust 
that tonight’s extended listing will be 
recognised as our sincere appreciation 
of all your efforts. Congratulations to all 
those who are recognised. 

Brethren, we have so much to be 
grateful for and I trust that you will all 
approach the future with your usual 
confident enthusiasm and belief. 

And finally, remember that COVID-19 
is still in our midst, and we must take 
care of each other, our lodges, our com-
munities, and most importantly, our 
families.

Thank you.

www.masons.org.au March 2021 5

Please spare a 
thought for those 
who have passed 
away during this 

period and be 
prompt to offer  
support to their 

families

Best wishes 
for 2021
It is becoming clear that 2021 might  
be quite different to 2020, and as 
COVID-19 circumstances continue  
to evolve with lockdowns and border 
closures, perhaps some of our long-  
and short-term plans may have  
already been put aside.

We need to stand tall and set an 
example so that we give our families the 
confidence they need. This will probably 
be a difficult time for our families, but 
with kindness and love, we will prevail.

It is important that we consider  
those brethren who are not in the best  
of health, those who will continue to face 
difficulties, the widows and families of 
those who have passed away during the 
year, and in particular we should reflect 
on the friendship of those to whom we 
were not able to give a dignified masonic 
farewell because of attendance 
restrictions.

At this time it is important for us to 
consider those who will not be able to 
take part in the fun of family; those for 
whom a holiday is never an option and 
those whose lives will not be any differ-
ent at all.

Charity takes many forms, brethren, 
and we should always be mindful of 
being charitable to others, to our family, 
and to our community.

I extend best wishes to you all and trust 
that you all have an enjoyable 2021.

GM’s best wishes
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DGIWs

District Grand Inspectors of Workings for the Term 2020–2022, 
commencing 1 January 2021.

New DGIWs 

REGION 1 

District 11: Todd William SHADBOLT

District 12: Alfred Michael HALL

District 13: Antony SPOUSE

District 14: Peter Melville ANDREWS

District 15: John WHITTAKER

District 16: Stephen John BROWN

District 17: Stephen Mack EATHER

District 18: Adam Glen EDWARDS

REGION 2

District 21: Andrew KFOURY

District 22: Shane Andrew FOLEY

District 23: Peter Robert GOODRIDGE

District 24: Liam Duncan COOPER

District 25: Kenneth William BYRNES

District 25a: Juan Paolo BERINGUEL

District 26: Corey Alfred RODZIEWICZ

District 27: Charles Peacey THOMPSON

District 28: Philip Michael TUCKER

District 11 District 21

District 14 District 24

District 17 District 26

District 12 District 22

District 15 District 25

District 18 District 27

District 13 District 23

District 16 District 25a
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REGION 3

District 31: Peter Richard CONELIUS

District 32: Bruce Graham CUNNINGHAM

District 33: Joseph Anthony CASSAR

District 34a: Patrick Kelly SPICER

District 34b: Shakir Joseph KABBABE

District 35: Aladdin MATTER

District 36: Warren Robert FRENCH

District 37: Nick PAGONIS

District 38: Gustavo FIESTAS

District 39: Steven Wayne BRIGHT

REGION 4

District 41: VACANT

District 42: Phillip John WILKINSON

District 43a: Owen Brian SANDRY

District 43b: Glenn Andrew LINSDELL

District 44: VACANT

District 45: Edmund Anthony WILKINSON

District 46: Brian Douglas HARVEY

District 47: James Royes WALDEN

District 48: Stuart Geoffrey CROME

District 49a: Peter Lionel HARRIS

District 49b: Alf GALLINA

District 34a

District 31

District 43b

District 41

District 36 District 46

District 39 District 49a

District 34b

District 32

District 44

District 42

District 37 District 47

District 49b

District 35

District 33

District 45

District 43a

District 38 District 48
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A masonic monument By RW Bro Tony Maiorana

Washington’s  
masonic  
monument

The George Washington 
Masonic National 
Memorial (GWMNM), 
located in Alexandria, 
Virginia, is a favourite 
destination for visitors 
from all over the world 
and for fans of American 
history and Freemasonry.

 Integrity – Loyalty – Respect   FreemasonMarch 20218

There are plenty of reasons for 
this. The building is dedicated to 
the memory of the first President 
of the United States, who was a 

Freemason. The Memorial, whose con-
struction began in 1922, was inaugurated 
in 1932 but completed only in 1970.  
The laying of the foundation stone in 1923 
was presided over by President Calvin 
Coolidge using the same trowel used by 
Washington for the founding ceremony  
of the National Capitol. This trowel is kept 
in the Alexandria-Washington Lodge. It is 
estimated that approximately 14,000 
Freemasons, dignitaries, military person-
nel, police and others were present.

Each US state deposited a symbolic 
object including a US flag; a bronze medal 
commemorating the inauguration of past 
President Warren Gamaliel Harding; a 
bronze plaque recording the names of the 
architects, project leaders, landscapers, 
engineers and contractors in charge of the 
monument; a Christian Bible; a lambskin 
apron; a copy of William Joseph Williams’ 
painting (1794) depicting George 
Washington in masonic regalia; several 
books and pamphlets on Washington’s 
life and the history of Freemasonry in 
America and a capsule which contained 
copies of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence together 
with books and other objects.

Neoclassical in style – well blended 
with neo-Greek and the neo-Roman archi-
tecture – the monument consists of nine 
floors. In the middle of the first floor is the 
Grand Masonic Hall, which has eight large 
columns, four on each side of the hall and 
is 20 metres long, wide and tall. On the 
seventh floor there is a room that is a 
symbolic reproduction of the legendary 
crypt under the temple of Solomon 

The George 
Washington  
Masonic National 
Memorial 

Photo courtesy  

of Joe Ravi
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memorial’s construction resolved not to 
sign any contract or begin any work until 
the money for such efforts was in hand.’

The building has too many fascinat-
ing aspects to mention – but the best 
news is that you don’t have to go to the 
US to see it, just visit https://gwmemo-
rial.org/pages/virtual-tour for a virtual 
tour of some of the galleries.

References:

https://gwmemorial.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_
Washington_Masonic_National_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
George_Washington

wherein were deposited various secrets 
and treasures. It is decorated with frescoes 
depicting episodes taken from the initia-
tion rituals. The eighth floor houses a 
chapel dedicated to the Knights Templar. 
The monument sits on Shooters Hill, a 
grassed area that covers 15 hectares.

The George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial is the only masonic 
building that has the support of all 52 
major state jurisdictions in the United 
States.

The monument is also mentioned  
in Dan Brown’s 2009 hit novel The Lost 
Symbol.

Comments from a non-mason
Proofreading this article piqued my 
interest; a browse in Wikipedia and the 
memorial’s website produced much that 
was new to me.

All masons know that George 
Washington was a mason. A chronology 
of his life on the GWMNM website shows 
him to have been involved with the Craft 
all his life from his initiation to the 
masonic aspect of his funeral.

He was the Master of his lodge at the 
time of his inauguration in 1789 as first 
president of the USA, the oath being 
administered by the Grand Master of 
New York on a bible owned, then and 
now, by St John’s Lodge No 1, New York.

In 1793 Washington laid the corner-
stone of the Capitol building following 
masonic practice, using working tools 
provided by three local lodges. The 
apron he wore is held at the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial.

The memorial building itself is 
inspired by the ancient lighthouse of 
Alexandria, ‘a beacon that spreads the 
light of Freemasonry and the legacy of 
Washington to all humanity’ according 
to the GWMNM website.

Of interest to this modern writer is the 
comment in Wikipedia: ‘The memorial 
had been constructed without incurring 
any debt. From the start of the project, 
the masonic bodies involved in the 

The centerpiece 
of the Knights 
Templar Room 
Photo courtesy  
of Ben Schumin

A statue of George Washington in 
masonic regalia in the Masonic Memorial 
Photo courtesy of Sandra C Meyer
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History and Antiquity By MW Bro Derek Robson AM

The wonderful 
history of Lodge 
Antiquity   

The 46th left Sydney in August 
1817 and was succeeded by  
the 48th which remained here 
on duty for a few years after 

that date.

The United Grand Lodge of England 
had promulgated an edict in 1815 that 
military lodges under UGLE jurisdiction 
may no longer initiate civilians. 
However, lodges under the Irish 
Constitution still continued to introduce 

Freemasonry was practised in Australia by Lodges 227 
and 218, Irish Constitution, military lodges attached 
respectively to the 46th and 48th British Regiments.

so, the principles for the lodge were 
established by the first regiment, the 
46th, who effectively planted the seed 
and then handed over the embryonic 
lodge to the succeeding 48th Regiment 
which had arrived in Sydney in 1817.

There was a group of 12 enthusiastic 
brethren desiring their own lodge, and 
with a recommendation from the 48th 
Regiment’s Lodge 218, a petition went 
to the Grand Lodge of Ireland for a 
Charter, which was duly granted, signed 
by the Grand Master, the Duke of 
Leinster, on 6 January 1820.

Interestingly, the Charter was sent  
to Sydney on a ship called the Hadlow, 
which sailed from the Cove of Cork on  
2 April 1820 with 148 male prisoners, 
two of whom died on the passage, and 
with a military guard from the 48th 
Regiment. The Grand Lodge of Ireland 
had entrusted the Charter to the ship’s 
Medical Officer, Surgeon Price, and the 
ship arrived in Sydney on 5 August 
1820.

With its Constitution having already 
been approved and the Charter from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland in hand, no time 
was now wasted. As soon as the ship 
had docked on 5 August, the dedication 
of the lodge was set down for a week 
later, 12 August 1820, the birthday of 
King George IV. The new lodge was duly 
constituted at Circular Quay with twelve 
subscribing members.

And so it was that the Australian 
Social Lodge No 260, Irish Constitution, 
was the first lodge to be consecrated in 
the colony. 

It is interesting to read some earlier 
accounts in the records of the 46th 
Regiment. Here the records quote, on 
page 10 – ‘In 1816 the Regiment was 
stationed in Sydney, when the Lodge, 
with its famous Bible, assisted with the 
Constitution of Lodge 260 IC’, and then 
further on page 17 where it states that 
‘this Bible must have been preserved as 
a precious relic among the masons, as it 
was used in implanting Freemasonry 
into New South Wales’.

candidates not employed on military 
service and hence several Sydney 
townspeople were admitted to 
Freemasonry. The effect of this was that 
English Constitution lodges were not 
active in the colony.

There are records suggesting that a 
lodge was formed in 1816, but it seems 
that these records related to the 
approval of the Constitution of the new 
Australian Social Lodge No 260 IC. And 

Left: The colours of the 46th Regiment of 
Foot, posted to Australia from 1813–17.

Right: A panorama of Port Jackson by Major 
James Taylor. The foreground shows a pair 
of soldiers from the 48th Regiment of Foot.
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Another mason was suspended for 
allegedly introducing a brother by a 
show of hands instead of by ballot, and 
another, a Lodge Trustee, realising that 
his other two trustees had died, made 

You will appreciate that Freemasonry 
itself had been practised earlier than 
this in Australia, and there are certainly 
records of Freemasonry being practised 
on the French exploration vessels that 
visited Sydney in 1802, but this is not 
really relevant to what we are concerned 
with as regards Lodge Antiquity No 1. 
Certainly, the Australian Social Lodge 
No 260 IC was the first non-military 
lodge either consecrated or operating  
in NSW.

This lodge then took a prominent 
part in establishing Freemasonry in 
both Australia and New Zealand. 
Certainly they granted dispensations  
to Lodge Leinster Marine in NSW in 
February 1824; the Tasmanian 
Operative Lodge in 1823; the Australian 
Social Lodge No 275 around the same 
time (now the Richard Coley Lodge at 
Richmond in NSW, its actual records 
being destroyed in a fire in 1874); the 
Australia Felix Lodge of Hiram in 
Victoria in 1841; Lodge Ara No 348  
in New Zealand in 1843; and Lodge 
Fidelity in NSW in 1843.

About this time the lights of Lodge 
No 260 IC dimmed, and ‘the wheels fell 
off’. Peace and harmony did not always 
prevail, and the first crisis occurred. 
With jealousy and bickering to the fore, 
several members from the three lodges 
then working together in Sydney came 
together to take control of the Lodge. 
Naturally, with their stated intention 
being to spend the funds that had been 

so carefully accumulated to enhance the 
standard of the South, they were soon at 
variance with the older members, with 
the result that four members of the 
Lodge were suspended.
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off with the funds of the Lodge, around 
£90, and applied them to his personal 
benefit. The record shows that he 
applied £47 to settle his debts, and the 
remainder was never recovered. As a 
result of continuing unrest, the Lodge 
went into recess for a few years. Of 
course, the history also shows that 
many other brethren were held in high 
esteem and made enormous contribu-
tions to the Lodge, and with their 
support, Lodge No 260 again projected 
that bright beacon which has attracted 
so many to seek that light within its 
sacred portals.

It was not surprising that our 
masonic brethren became involved in 
the laying of foundation stones for the 
many public and other buildings being 
erected in the colony. Sydney had a 
population of only 20,000 or less, 
George Street was nothing more than a 
winding bullock track, and the colony’s 
first cemetery was under what we now 
know as the Sydney Town Hall. A pro-
cession of masons in regalia, accompa-
nied by other citizens and headed by  
a band, always caused quite a stir and 
considerable excitement in the commu-
nity, and was a highlight of the day.

History marches on of course and 
around 1847, a groundswell to move 
away from the Irish Constitution, and 
create a Grand Lodge of NSW began. 
After much deliberation by a committee 
representing the various lodges then 

account of its antiquity, in the same way 
as Lodge Mother Kilwin ning, the oldest 
Lodge in Scotland is numbered 0.

History records that with the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Ireland virtu-
ally ceasing to operate here in 1885, the 
Articles of Union for our own United 
Grand Lodge were settled, and 1888 saw 
the formation and dedication of the 
Grand Lodge as we know it today.

A hundred years ago, to mark the first 
centenary of this great lodge, its name 
was changed to Lodge Antiquity No 1 on 
12 August 1920. A fitting tribute indeed.

And finally, it is also fitting that we pay 
tribute to the soldiers of the British Army, 
especially the 46th and 48th Regiments of 
Foot, who under difficulties that we 
would find it hard to imagine, created, 
and sustained the lodge in its earliest 
days and nurtured the birth and growth  
of Freemasonry in the colony of New 
South Wales 

The United Grand Lodge of NSW  
and the ACT has much to be proud of, 
and we are certainly proud of Lodge 
Antiquity No 1.

working under the English, Scottish  
and Irish Constitu tions, this Grand 
Lodge was formed in 1877. Because of 
its antiquity the Australian Social Lodge 
No 260 was renamed as The Australian 
Social Mother Lodge and was given the 
number 0. The word Mother was 
included to recognise it as the first 
lodge, and the number was given as 0 on 

With jealousy  
and bickering to  
the fore, several 

members from the 
three lodges then 
working together  
in Sydney came 

together to  
take control...

Sydney was a 
very different 

place at the time!

History and Antiquity 

Got old
regalia?
The Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai Masonic 
Association is collecting, recondition-
ing and on-selling spare and used 
Grand Lodge and Craft regalia. 

Funds raised go to local charities!

Contact VW Bro Brian Samson:
Email: bsamson@optusnet.com.au
Mobile: 0414 704 807

$2,350 raised so far!
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Lodge Antiquity’s 200th By RW Bro Richard Dawes

Lodge No 1, Lodge Antiquity, 
is poised to carry the 
Light of Freemasonry into 
the 21st century; sound, 
confident and eager to work 
with, and live, the principles 
and tenets of the Craft.

was struck by the flow of guests from 
one table to another as if everybody 
wanted to make sure that they spoke  
to everybody else.

The newly installed Worshipful 
Master of Lodge Antiquity No 1 spoke  
for all of us when he said:

‘It is an honour be in the Chair of 
Lodge Antiquity No 1. It is an opportu-
nity to thank the lodge for the years of 
friendship that have been extended to 
me during the 17 years of my member-
ship of the lodge. I am in awe of the 
centuries of history that have brought 
us to this point and I am certain that as 
we embark on the third century of our 
existence I have no doubt that the lodge 
will grow and become a beacon that will 
attract all men who seek the light of 
Freemasonry.’

On 2 November 2020 Lodge 
Antiquity No 1 held its 200th 
installation, of RW Bro David 
Bahamonde PAGM. The 

lodge was honoured by the presence  
of the Grand Master and the Installing 
Master was MW Bro Jamie Melville 
PGM. The ceremony was indeed grand, 
and the South was truly memorable.

In the December and March issues  
of the Freemason there are a number of 
articles about the origins of Lodge 
Antiquity No 1 and its 200th Installation, 
including the Grand Master’s address in 
the South. These articles report on the 
history of the lodge and the formalities  
of the occasion, but what was the 200th 
installation really like?

Lodge Antiquity No 1 is not a big 
lodge, so the use of Number 1 Lodge 
Room at the Sydney Masonic Centre 
appeared optimistic. Social distancing 
in such a large room gave the impres-
sion of a sparse audience but when the 
ceremony began there were 95 brethren 
in the room. The constraints of social 
distancing imposed on the Grand 
Delegation added a further element of 
difference; the Grand Master entered 
through the rows of Grand Lodge 
Officers standing about three metres 
apart. An entrance very different 
indeed!

Although repeated sanitizing of 
working tools and surfaces interrupted 
the flow of the ceremony, it remained 
interesting, and the Grand Director of 

Ceremonies made these necessities a 
natural part of the ceremony.

The Grand Master spoke eloquently 
about the history of the formation of the 
lodge. His elaboration on the role played 
by the 46th and 48th Regiments of Foot 
taught us all something new and he 
presented it as a challenge for us to 
emulate the efforts of these early  
promoters of Freemasonry.

Our ladies enjoyed the musical enter-
tainment before the banquet which had a 
strong South American flavour, reflecting 
the newly installed Master’s Peruvian 
origins. The musical talents of Lodge 
Antiquity No 1 were demonstrated by 
members of the lodge making up 
three-quarters of the quartet.

Though all were conscious of the 
need for social distancing, this writer 

Antiquity’s 200th   
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Vale, Michael Jeffery By RW Bro Richard Dawes

Farewell to a ‘warrior king’  

Born in 1937, Major General the 
Honourable Philip Michael 
Jeffery lived a happy, though 
austere, childhood In the 

Western Australian mining town of 
Wiluna, before his family moved to 
Perth during World War II.

Jeffery left home at 16 to attend the 
Royal Military College, Duntroon, and 
after graduating served overseas in 
Malaya, Papua New Guinea and in the 
Vietnam War, winning the Military 
Cross. Successive commands included 
the SASR, Special Action Forces and 
national counter-terrorist co-ordina-
tion authority.

He was promoted to major  
general in 1985 and was appointed 
commander of the 1st Division in the 
following year. After 35 years’ service, 
he retired in 1993 as Deputy Chief of 
the General Staff.

Commenting on Jeffery’s military 
career at his state funeral, Brigadier 
Chris Roberts AM, CSC, (Rtd) noted that 
Jeffery commanded at every combat 
level in the Australian army as a well-
loved, compassionate and fair leader.

‘He was one of those rare people 
who not only had a vision of what 
needed to be done, but who grasped 
the nettle and led the way’, and at the 
news of his death the forces felt ‘we 
had lost a warrior king’. Brigadier 
Roberts went on to say, ‘When Michael 
walked into the Great Hall of Valhalla 
on 18 December, he was given a guard 
of honour by his soldiers who had gone 
before him, and the great captains of 
history gave him a standing ovation: 
“Here comes a warrior king. You dared 
to win, and win you did.”’

Michael Jeffery, the long-serving soldier who became Australia’s Governor 
General and later a fierce advocate for land and environmental rights, has 
been remembered as a ‘warrior king’ and a ‘truly humble man’.

After his retirement he continued  
his commitment to rural and regional 
Australia and the land. In 2012 then 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard appointed 
him as the country’s first national 
Advocate for Soil Health. After more than 
a decade of work, his recommendation to 
adopt a national objective to restore soil 
health to ensure future food security was 
committed to by Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison.

His granddaughter Zoe van der 
Klooseter said his fiercest dedication 
was to his family, and he remained a 
man committed to his wife of 35 years, 
Marlena, his four children and seven 
grandchildren throughout his life.

‘Despite his capacity to walk with 
kings, the humbleness of the boy from 
Wiluna never really left him’, she said.

‘In his final months, Papa spent 
much of his time outside in our grand-
mother’s beautiful garden. As his words 
failed him, he would still gesture around 
at the flowers and the trees and the 
nature which he saw as the handiwork 
of the God that he so faithfully believed 
in, and he would say, ‘Wonderful, won-
derful, wonderful.’

Brigadier Roberts said Major 
General Jeffery would be sadly missed.

Brother Philip Michael Jeffery was 
initiated in St George Lodge No 6  
WAC on 23 November 1994. He subse-
quently joined both Hale Lodge No 308 
WAC and Baden Powell Lodge No 350 
WAC. He was an honorary member  
of The Sydney Lodge No 1020 NSW  
& ACT.

He will indeed be sadly missed.

Major General Jeffery left the army  
in 1993 to become the Governor of 
Western Australia, and from 2003 to 
2008 he was the 24th Governor General 
of Australia.

As Governor and Governor General, 
Major General Jeffery lobbied fiercely as 
an advocate for regional development 
and for the living conditions of veterans 
and their families. His efforts helped to 
establish the Defence Housing 
Association for ADF members.

The Honourable Major General Philip 
Michael Jeffery AC CVO MC
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Learned MEN

Masonic  
Education  
Network

Despite that, it is generally 
known that the impetus for this 
work has come from a team of 
brothers that are essentially 

from NSW. We interviewed W Bro Dr 
Philip Quadrio to find out more.

Ed. Where did the speakers come 
from: local/interstate/overseas? How 
much of an issue were time zone 
differences?

PQ. We have had a good mix  
of speakers from Australian and interna-
tional jurisdictions and a large number 
of local presenters. Our speakers have 
come from: the Philippines; from the  
US; two from Scotland; two from 
England; two from Portugal, and one 
from Sweden. We are currently working 
with brethren from other international 
jurisdictions to round this out. Our two 
presenters from England were particu-
larly prominent; the General Manager  
of Lewis Masonic (Martin Faulks) and 
well known masonic author Dr David 
Harrison (PhD). Additionally, we have 
had a number of presentations from 
Victorians. Time-zones did not present 
an issue for speakers from England, 
Europe or Asia and the one  

The Masonic Education Network (MEN) is an  
inter-jurisdictional group that has existed since January 
2018. Our organising committee has members from NSW 
and Victoria and our participants come from all states 
of Australia, with regular attendees from Asia, Scotland, 
America and Sweden. Our reputation reaches into 
networks in the USA and the UK. 

PQ. Not really, we keep our meetings 
relatively informal and friendly. While we 
were at first a little nervous about vetting 
attendees, the waiting room has essen-
tially solved that problem and this was 
implemented almost immediately after 
we commenced. The important thing is 
that our committee has three members 
who work in the tertiary sector (two in 
teaching/research capacities and one in a 
quality control). This is backed up by 
committee members with technical 
expertise and experience in Masonry.

Ed. What sort of percentage of speak-
ers did not have English as their first 
language? Did this create difficulties?

PQ. While all presenters have been 
quite fluent some of our speakers from 
the Philippines and one of our speakers 
from Portugal did not have English as 
their first language. On the horizon we 
hope to have other European presenters.

Ed. Can you give our readers some 
examples of some really meaty contro-
versial topics?

PQ. We have had David Harrison 
discussing Continental Masonic Orders, 
a great many of which are unusual by 
anglophone standards. Figures such as 
Martinez de Pasqually and Louis Claude 
de Saint Martin, who, along with Jean-
Baptiste Willermoz are significant to the 
Rectified Scottish Rite (RER) are often 
seen as unusual figures in anglophone 
Masonry. 

Also, we have regularly discussed 
Jacobite Masonry and the Scottish 
pre-history of Masonry. While many 
masons have not looked into the topic, it 
has been so well established by academic 
historians it is difficult to deny that the 
birth of speculative Masonry had a very 
important Scottish Jacobite component. 
Indeed the first speculative lodges in 
France were formed by Scottish and Irish 
soldiers accompanying James II into exile 
and led to the first French lodges at 
Château de Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 
dating from around 1683.

Ed. Can you nominate topics that were 
stunning successes and dismal failures?

PQ. One of the most successful nights 
was the Martin Faulks talk on the Art of 
Memory. Martin – off the cuff and with 
no notes – stepped us through what is a 
60+ page pamphlet he has written on the 
Art (first mentioned in the Second Schaw 

US speaker was happy to accommodate 
us (by starting at 5am!).

Ed. What sort of spread was there 
regarding audience suitability? Degrees, 
Orders etc.

PQ. Most participants have been 
MMs, with a few less-experienced  
brethren participating when appropri-
ate. Many would have affiliations with 
other Orders but we do not enquire 
about that.

Ed. Was there a discernible level of 
difficulty? Some really basic stuff and 
some incredibly difficult?

Cryptic Masonic knowledge
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Ed. When physical meetings are ‘all the 
go’ what will be the role/place of MEN?

PQ. Well, while COVID-19 has led to 
some prominence because our sessions 
have been one mainstay of Masonic 
activity, we have been operating since 
the beginning of 2018. Post COVID-19 
we will maintain at least one Zoom 
session a week – we have a large number 
of subscribers to our Zoom sessions (500  
or more) and we want to continue to 
provide content for them. We will main-
tain our Facebook page, which has about 
900 subscribers, continue the good-hu-
moured educational chat on our 
WhatsApp group – which is now hard  
to subscribe to because it is constantly 
hovering around maximum capacity.  
All these things will continue – although 
they are now a lot more active as we 
have seen a groundswell of interest and 
support for educational activities. One 
project that is on the table will be devel-
oping our on-line Discord Group which 
we have neglected a little while we have 
been in lockdown, it has about 110 sub-
scribers. While lodge, district and 
regional education in NSW/ACT is not  
a matter for us, we do hope our sessions 
will continue to inspire those involved in 
Masonic Education and provide them 
ideas for their own work. Finally we are 
always happy to work with any mason  
in any jurisdiction to assist in producing 
interesting and informed educational 
content that will keep brethren thinking.

Ed. Thank you Dr Philip Quadrio.

Statute of 1599). We never really had any 
failures, although we have noticed that 
the EAF and FC Q&A sessions have not 
been well communicated with few of our 
newer brethren knowing of their exist-
ence. And yet, despite that, these have 
been some of the most engaging and 
chatty sessions and the newer masons 
that have attended (with their mentors) 
seem very committed to them.

Ed. What generated the most 
questions?

PQ. All sessions generated good dis-
cussion although I think that the session 
with Ian Robertson who is the Deacon 
Convener of the Trades of Edinburgh, 
Mason and the Supreme Magus of the 
SRiS (Head of Order) generated some  
of the best discussion. The Deacon-
Convener of the Trades of Edinburgh is 
the Third Citizen of the Burgh, after the 
Lord Provost and the Lord Dean of Guild. 
Brethren were very interested in the 
operative connection that the Trades give 
and others were fascinated by some of 
the points of Scottish history – Masonic 
and non-Masonic.

Ed. In several years’ time what will 
you remember the most?

PQ. Two things!

First and foremost – The dedicated 
team of masons that have given at least 
seven hours a week to Zoom sessions 
and many hours each week doing the 
work necessary to get this diverse range 
of meetings out to our Jurisdiction and 

participants from all over the world. 
These brethren would be volunteering at 
least 10-12 hours of their time each week 
to produce content that has had national 
and international impact during COVID-
19 shut-downs. Their reward has been 
the satisfaction of successfully providing 
educative content. I feel privileged to 
work with and know them.

Second: the wonderful support we 
have received from our regular attend-
ees, some of whom have hardly missed 
a session. Many have commented that 
our sessions have inspired an interest 
and dedication to Masonic education  
in them. It has been wonderful to meet 
them, to chat with them about Masonry 
and to have them share their ideas in 
our sessions.

Prince 
Charles 
Edward 
Stuart
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Prostate cancer By RW Bro Neil Atkins

I have prostate cancer  

I have prostate cancer. Just before I 
turned 80, I was diagnosed with the 
cancer. I was one of approximately 
19,508 Australian males newly  

diagnosed with prostate cancer during 
2019. I share my experience with others 
who may have the cancer so they know 
they are not alone in the challenges 
they face.

It is estimated that in New South 
Wales one in five males will be diagnosed 
with prostate cancer by the age of 85. 
Frightening statistics. For a cancer that is 
second to skin cancer as most often diag-
nosed in men, prostate cancer has a low 
profile when compared to other cancers, 
even though in 2019 it was estimated to 
cause the death of 3,306 males.

There is a great deal of publicity on 
how to avoid having a heart attack or 
stroke but probably because the causes 
of prostate cancer are not clear, very 
little seems to be in the public domain 
about how to avoid getting prostate 
cancer. What is known is that prostate 
cancer is more likely to occur in older 

One man’s experience of dealing with the diagnosis of prostate cancer.

Jokes are made about rectal examina-
tions to detect prostate cancer, but I 
found the easiest test was a Prostate 
Specific Antigen (PSA) blood test fol-
lowed up by a rectal examination if 
necessary. But any one test, I under-
stand is not conclusive unless a biopsy 
of the prostate is undertaken.

Prostate cancer can occur without 
any indications of its presence. I was a 
healthy active male and I had no symp-
toms of prostate cancer. On a visit to my 
GP in September 2019, he suggested I 
should have a PSA test. It indicated a 
PSA level significantly higher than 
normal which was confirmed by a 
second PSA test. He advised that I 
contact a urologist and after a frantic 
two-week period of tests including a 
biopsy, MRI and CT scans the urologist 
advised me that I had aggressive pros-
tate cancer which had started to move 
into a nearby organ.

The shock of the diagnosis was inde-
scribable. The overwhelming concern 
was how long did I have to live and what 

rather than younger men probably as 
part of the aging process and there is 
little one can do to stop that.

The approach then is for men as they 
near 50 to repeatedly test to detect the 
cancer. But even now there is a body of 
opinion which suggests that prostate 
cancer is over diagnosed, resulting in 
unnecessary treatment.

Speaking to  
them I did not  

feel alone. They  
were still alive  
and healthy.  

It gave me great 
encouragement.

Courtesy of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia
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I had been able to live my life 
without thinking too much about what 
was to happen. The onset of the pan-
demic meant that I had lots of time at 
home to consider the future. My family, 
particularly my wife, has had to be 
strong and treat me as though nothing 
was wrong. It was difficult for them. The 
one positive thing about the diagnosis is 
that we have been able to put our affairs 
in order.

There are prostate support groups; 
you can find them on the internet. I 
established a rapport with the practice 
nurse at my urologist. I found this very 
useful because if I had some concerns 
about my health, I emailed her and she 
responded. Her actions eased many of 
my concerns.

In casual conversation three of my 
neighbours revealed that they had been 
treated for prostate cancer. Speaking to 
them I did not feel alone. They were still 
alive and healthy. It gave me great 
encouragement.

impact it would have on my family. The 
urologist met with us and stressed that 
doctors could not foretell the future so 
were not able to answer the question 
regarding my length of life. However, 
treatment was essential, and I should 
continue to live a normal life in the 
meantime. Easy to say but difficult to 
do. But I managed. I made two trips 
through Asia without any problems, just 
having my travel plans altered because 
of the pandemic.

During December the urologist 
arranged a consultation with an oncolo-
gist and we developed a treatment plan 
going forward. There are many treat-
ments for prostate cancer depending on 
the age and lifestyle of the patient and 
the extent of the cancer. 

Unfortunately for me I had limited 
medical options. I could do nothing  
and let the cancer take its course and  
I would die from the cancer, not with  
the cancer. I could undergo Androgen 
Deprivation Therapy (hormone or ADT 
treatment). The hormone treatment 
would delay the cancer spreading but 
ultimately, in about 18 months, the 
cancer would become resistant to the 
hormones and I would succumb to it. 

The recommended treatment was to 
have hormone treatment during which  
I would have eight weeks of intensive 
external beam radiation therapy which 
could eliminate the cancer. The doctors 
indicated that for a person of my age 
this treatment was not without risks  
but if I survived, I would be able to live  
a normal life.

My life expectancy was between 5 
and 15 years. My family and I thought  
it was worth taking the risk.

The plan was to have 9 months of 
hormone treatment to reduce the size 
and activity of the prostate and cancer 
cells followed by 8 weeks of radiother-
apy beginning July 2020 with a recovery 
period in September and October 2020 
and then I should be good to go. If I 
survived and the cancer had been 
eradicated!

My oncologist suggested if I had a 
bucket list, I might address some items 
in the next few months. I had long 
wished to get another motorcycle so  
I passed my test for another licence in 
December and purchased a motorcycle 
in January. I do not ride it as much as  
I would like but it gives me great 
satisfaction.

This photo, taken through a micro-
scope shows a biopsy of the most 
common type of prostate cancer.

The biopsy procedure is done using  
a special tool and the samples are 
taken in less than a second.

The pink colouration in this image is 
the result of the medical stain used 
to show the sturcture of the sample.

Courtesy of Nephron
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Prostate cancer

Before agreeing to undergo radiation 
treatment I was told of potential side 
effects. They were confronting but were 
a worst-case scenario and most patients 
just became tired after treatment. If 
other problems occurred, they could be 
controlled with additional medication 
which, not surprisingly, have their own 
side effects.

In July 2020 I had to move to Sydney 
for eight weeks of external radiation.  
I wondered if I would survive the 
treatment.

In preparation for radiation I was 
required to have fiducial markers, tiny 
metal cylinders about the size of a grain 
of rice, implanted near the cancer cells. 
They were inserted under anaesthetic. 
My urologist advised me that I would be 
released from hospital the next day and 
be permitted to return home for a few 
days. 

Five days later, I was admitted to a 
Sydney hospital to begin 39 days of 
radiation treatment. However, prior to 
starting the radiation I had small black 
dots, “tattoos” on my body. These, with 
the fiducial markers, enable the radia-
tion technicians to ensure that the radi-
ation was always focused on the same 
part of my anatomy.

Before radiation treatment started,  
I was informed that the radiation not 
only damages cancer cells, but it might 
also damage good cells. While the cancer 
cells perish the good cells can regener-
ate. As the technology improves, so the 
damage to good cells is minimised.

The following day the radiation treat-
ment began. There was little preparation 
I had to do except to make sure my 
bladder was full and bowel empty 
before treatment. I was placed on the 
moveable platform of the linear acceler-
ator which was to deliver the radiation 
to the appropriate parts of my body. The 
radiation technicians ensured my body 
was in a position to permit the radiation 
to be directed towards the cancer cells. I 
was told not to move during the treat-
ment. The technicians left the lead lined 
room; the machine was turned on; I just 
had to lie still during the procedure and 
look at the painting on the ceiling as the 
linear accelerator rattled, wheezed and 
almost coughed as it rotated around my 
body and about ten minutes later the 

treatment was finished for the day. After 
every five days of radiation treatment I 
had a two-day break from radiation.

Each day before radiation I was asked 
if I was having any problems from the 
radiation. At that stage my only problem 
was ensuring that I had a full bladder 
before the treatment began to avoid 
irritation of the bladder wall. I was 
reminded that if I was having any prob-
lems there was a nurse on standby who 
would provide immediate assistance.

After a total of 18 days of radiation 
my body seemed to be holding up and I 
had not experienced any adverse effects 
of the treatment.

My progress was discussed with a 
nurse, a physiotherapist and my oncolo-
gist on a regular basis.

After 21 days of radiation therapy  
I had my three-monthly injection for 
hormone treatment.

On the 22nd day of radiation I noticed 
that the procedure had shortened in 
time. When I asked the technicians why 
this was so they said, jokingly, it was 
because they were becoming more effi-
cient. The reality was that it seemed the 
radiation target had changed from my 
prostate, lymph nodes and pelvic region 
to primarily just the prostate and would 
remain so for the next 17 days.

After 27 days I experienced urinary 
problems and was immediately placed on 
a preparation which eased the problem. 
The tablet itself initially caused my blood 
pressure to be lowered and the risk of 
becoming dizzy when standing up 
quickly could take place. The dosage  
was changed and all was OK again.

Penis

Urethra

Testes

Bladder

Prostate Gland

Rectum

However,  
treatment  

was essential,  
and I should  

continue to live  
a normal life in  
the meantime.

The location of 
the prostate 
gland.
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On the 37th day there was some 
excitement. The linear accelerator mal-
functioned during my treatment. The 
hospital was fortunate to have two linear 
accelerators and I was quickly moved to 
the second one and the treatment contin-
ued. It seems the linear accelerator has a 
memory which was transferred to the 
second machine, and the treatment con-
tinued from where it left off. The final 
two days of treatment passed without 
any problems. I had survived!

For me the radiation treatment 
caused few problems. The treatment 
was not debilitating and nowhere near 
what I had feared. The nurse said it 
affected patients in different ways but 
the main effect was to make patients 
tired.

There is data to show that exercise 
helps treatment of prostate cancer, so 
my oncologist suggested I take part in 
the hospital exercise programme. For 
the first time in fifty years I crossed the 
threshold of a gymnasium. With a per-
sonal exercise programme I found the 
exercises challenging but invigorating.  
I guess I was in danger of becoming a 
gym junky.

What I had not expected were the 
many interesting patients I would meet 
while waiting for my turn on the linear 
accelerator. All with prostate cancer at 
different stages of treatment. We estab-
lished an informal mutual support 
group. Surprisingly one of our fellow 
patients had been treated for prostate 
cancer some ten years before and the 
cancer had surfaced again. He explained 
that a cancer cell had escaped treatment 
the first time as it was outside the area 
of his body which had had radiation 
treatment. It had remained dormant for 
some years and its renewed activity had 
been recently detected by a PSA test. He 
was having a short course of external 
radiation treatment and was not really 
concerned about the cancer, having 
been through it all before.

We found that we had some of the 
same difficulties in adjusting to having 
our bladders full at the beginning of 
treatment and plotted ways of overcom-
ing them. New patients benefited from 
the experience of patients further 
advanced in their treatment and were 
more relaxed knowing that their con-
cerns were not unique.

At the conclusion of the radiation 
treatment I asked the question “Have  
I been cured?” The oncologist said he 
would be in a better position to answer 
that question in six weeks when the 
inflammation in my body from the 
radiation subsided and he was able  
to carry out blood tests. 

How long the hormone treatment 
would continue would also be dis-
cussed. It seems that it is possible for 
some isolated cancer cells, not previ-
ously able to be detected, to remain 
outside the area of radiation and if so, 
the hormone treatment would prevent 
them from causing a problem. The expe-
rience of one of our group members 
highlighted this for me.

Almost one year after being diag-
nosed with aggressive prostate cancer  
I was still alive. The medical staff was 
extremely attentive and caring and I 
could not fault them. I regarded them  
as my friends.

The oncologist told me, with a smile 
on his face, to go and live a normal life.  
I assumed he had answered the question 
which had been troubling me since the 
beginning of July. ‘Have I been cured?’

Prostate cancer 
pressing on the 

urethra, causing 
one of the early 

symptoms of 
prostate cancer

What are the symptoms?
In the early stages, there may be no 
symptoms. In the later stages, some 
symptoms might include:

 R Feeling the frequent or sudden 
need to urinate

 R Finding it difficult to urinate (for 
example, trouble starting or not 
being able to urinate when the 
feeling is there, or poor urine flow)

 R Discomfort when urinating

 R Finding blood in urine or semen

 R Pain in the lower back, upper 
thighs or hips.

These symptoms may not mean you 
have prostate cancer, but if you expe-
rience any of them, see your doctor.

Men over age 50, or 40 with a family 
history of prostate cancer, should  
talk to their doctor about testing for 
prostate cancer using the PSA test 
and DRE as part of their annual health 
check-up. Men should make an indi-
vidual informed decision about 
testing based on the latest available 
evidence on the benefits and poten-
tial harms of testing and subsequent 
treatment for prostate cancer.

Info from the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia

Bladder

Prostate Gland

Urethra

Prostate cancer 
pressing on urethra
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Return to Cobar By VW Bro Geoff Dryland

The trip was an effort to help the 
farming communities who 
were having some very tough 
times because of the ongoing 

drought. Although some of these areas 
have recently had rain others are still in 
drought and the road to recovery will be 
a long one for everyone.

We decided to travel to Cobar again. 
We left on 2 December and returned on 
7 December. This time we took a truck 
load of donations from family and 
friends and $9,000 donations in cash. 
The goods, including Christmas pre-
sents for the children of the farming 
community, were distributed to those in 

As reported in the June 2020 edition of Freemason, in December 2019 
VW Bro Geoff Dryland PGDIW and his wife Pat made a trip to Cobar. 
Here is Geoff’s report of a second trip to Cobar a year later.

Coast to Cobar 2020  

need and the cash was spent purchasing 
vouchers in Cobar’s small businesses. 
These were distributed throughout the 
farming community and were very 
much appreciated. We paid our own 
expenses, so 100% of the collection 
went to the farmers.

Kennard’s Hire Corrimal once again 
donated the use of a truck to deliver our 
donations and Fairy Meadow Self 
Storage generously provided a shed to 
house our collection. 

We very much appreciate the 
support of local lodges from District 26, 
several of whom helped us financially 
and with the donation of goods for the 
farmers. Several lodge members from 
the district were also generous in their 
support which helped to make this 
venture a success. 

The people of Cobar send their 
thanks.

The people of Cobar 
send their thanks.
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Origin of our ritual II  
We present the second part of the paper identifying the different workings of the 
current Craft ritual of the United Grand Lodge of New South Wales and the ACT.

for whom the Scottish constitutional 
working was their ritual experience. We 
also know that the 1879 Committee was, 
at least on paper, intending to give fair 
latitude to all three constitutions. The 
remaining task was to read the text of 
these New South Wales rituals to see 
what finally made the cut, what constitu-
tion was it from and what, if any, innova-
tion there was.

Craft Ritual Comparison
Firstly, a point on technique. To compare 
different Craft rituals, a point of reference 
was required. To achieve this the degrees 
(EA/FC/MM) were broken down into 
their most common parts and then 
further divided, somewhat similar to the 
biblical style of ‘chapter and verse’. This 

Craft Ritual of GLNSW 1879: 
Sources and Compilers
The Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
New South Wales include the minutes  
of the Quarterly Communications for 
the first 4 years of this earlier Grand 
Lodge of New South Wales. In it is listed 
the membership of the earlier Ritual 
Committee (or Ritual Commission, as  
it was known).

Again the majority of the membership 
of the Committee was from the Scottish 
Constitution. But only just. E H Williams 
attended although he was not elected, 
and Weekes, although elected, did not 
attend the meetings. Brother James Hunt, 
an Irish Mason, was the Committee’s 
Chairman and most of the meetings took 

place at his house. The attendance can be 
seen in the following table.

Bro Hunt, in describing the method 
of selecting material in his report to the 
Board of General Purposes, says:10

We beg to state that we had a long 
discussion on the workings of the English, 
Scottish and Irish Constitutions, and after 
mature consideration, and with the interests 
of all three at heart, decided on adopting the 
best parts of each.

We now know that the UGLNSW Craft 
ritual was for the most part compiled ten 
years earlier in 1879. We know who 
worked on its compilation in that year 
and who worked on editing it in 1889. 
We know that in both Committees there 
was an overwhelming number of masons 

Member Const Lodge Pre-UGL UGL no Year WM GL Office/Year Other

Booth, W SC Abbotsford 517 9 n/a PDistGM ProvGM SC

Manning, AW SC ? ? ? n/a DistGM/ 1880 Colonial Under-Sec 1868
Installing Grand Master
PProvGM SC

Weekes, N SC Newtown 
Kilwinning

378 3 1866 GSec/1880 
PPGS

Elected to committee but 
did not attend

Chandler, R SC Tarbolton 377 2 1878 n/a WM at time of defection 
from SC to NSW

Hunt, J IC Leinster Marine 868 1 1880 GSW/1880 Balmain Lodge 1859, 
acting secretary at its 
inauguration

Neitenstein, FW IC Leinster Marine 868 1 1878 PDistGM Captain
Rep of GL Washington
Controller General of 
Prisons

Williams, EH IC Leinster Marine 868 1 n/a GSec/1880 Not elected but attended 
as Hon Sec

Table 2: Ritual Committee of GLNSW of 1878–79
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allowed for parallel reading of the texts 
and had the added function of allowing 
precise referencing of phrases in the 
analysis above. It may seem more appro-
priate to use the older and exclusive 
Masonic terminology of Sections and 
Clauses (from Preston’s Syllabus, pub-
lished in the late 1700s), but then issues 
arise when referencing and comparing 
text from the Lectures and the rituals. 
Instead, the biblical nomenclature is 
adopted here. A complete transcription 
with Chapter and Verse for the Entered 
Apprentice Degree is contained in 
Appendix B.

The sources used by the Ritual 
Committees were either ‘oral tradition’/
handwritten manuscripts in the posses-
sion of private lodges or printed rituals 
available for purchase through booksellers 
such as ‘A Lewis’ at the time of their compi-
lation. To compare the printed rituals we 
are still able to access most of those that 
were available to the Committee.11  For 
oral/handwritten manuscripts the best 
one can do is to compare modern rituals 
printed subsequently that purport to be 
transcriptions of oral traditions at the time 
that the United Grand Lodge of New 
South Wales ritual was written. 

The rituals that could be obtained 
were compared by digitising them and 

contained no EC Masons). Emulation’s 
working however was published as The 
Whole of Craft Freemasonry (and, subse-
quent to that, as The Perfect Ceremonies) 
and was widely available. This is even 
more relevant as The  Perfect Ceremonies 
contain ‘alternate versions’ of some 
charges, which the New South Wales 
ritual often follows. For instance, the 
First Degree Investiture (Chapter 12, 
Verses 1–7) in the 1889 version matches 
word for word the alternative Investiture 
in the Perfect Ceremonies ritual. 
Cartwright notes that these are repre-
sentative of practises common in English 
lodges at the time but, in his opinion, 
obtusely left out of Emulation, hence 
their inclusion in Perfect Ceremonies 
which seeks to be a useful aide-mémoire 
for masons rather than slavishly repro-
ducing Emulation.

One is led to conclude, having com-
pared such a large number of rituals, that 
they are all essentially based on a 
common core of text. That core can be 
described as the Claret Ritual/Perfect 
Ceremonies versions of the English Craft 
ritual. Such a large percentage of the text 
is common, or similar with a different 
word order to that found in Claret Ritual/
Perfect Ceremonies (in all constitutions, not 
just the English), that it is hard to look 
further than this family of printed rituals 
as being the core of the New South Wales 
Craft ritual. These also were the most 
likely printed sources available to the 
compilers at the time. This is not to say 
that Claret and Perfect Ceremonies are the 
original sources of the workings (there 
are a number of phrases present in the 
New South Wales ritual in the First 
Degree Tracing Board and Charge After 
Initiation that derive from the earlier 
Carlisle Ritual of 1825), but, given the 
timeline of the printing of rituals and the 
overwhelming availability and popularity 
of Claret Ritual/Perfect Ceremonies (based 
on print runs), one must assume that it is 
the source of the core text not only for 
the New South Wales printed rituals but 
also for all rituals of all constitutions.13 

However, there are many paragraphs, 
phrases, substituted words, and whole 
charges that are present in the United 
Grand Lodge of New South Wales ritual, 
that are missing from Claret Ritual/
Perfect Ceremonies. Other regional 
English workings were compared to try 

using computer software to highlight the 
similarities and differences between the 
rituals. In the case of the plethora of 
English variants (printed more recently 
and taken as representations of oral tradi-
tion), manual parallel reading was used to 
isolate the most contentious passages. An 
overview of the results of these compari-
sons can be found in Appendix A. A 
summary and the key findings of each  
of the constitutions are recorded below.

English Constitution (EC) 
Rituals
As Astin notes that there are over 25 
different ritual workings used by EC 
lodges but the Emulation working is used 
by 50% of them. This preponderance of 
Emulation ritual is a relatively modern 
phenomenon, however, (see Cartwright’s 
introduction to A Commentary on the 
Freemasonic Ritual) and it is more histori-
cally accurate to refer to the Perfect 
Ceremonies published in 1870 by A 
Hogg,12  or the  Claret Ritual, first pub-
lished in 1838. 

Emulation, properly speaking was 
only worked in a small group of lodges in 
London at the time of the writing of the 
New South Wales rituals and would have 
likely been unknown to the compilers 
(especially the 1879 Committee which 

Table 3: Meetings of the Ritual Committee of GLNSW of 1878  
(GLNSW Proceedings, 57–58)

Member Const Work Attendees

First 25 Nov First Degree Opening and Closing
First Degree Working

Manning
Booth
Hunt
Neitenstein
Williams

Second 2 Dec Second Degree Opening and Closing
Second Degree Working
Third Degree Opening and Closing
Third Degree Working – portion only

Manning
Booth
Hunt
Chandler

Third 17 Dec Third Degree Working – remainder Manning
Booth
Hunt
Chandler
Neitenstein
Williams
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oral traditions or handwritten 
manuscripts.

Regarding the Craft rituals, the SC 
working varies by district in Scotland, 
and Astin notes that it is unclear which 
district working (if any) was the most 
widely used in New South Wales. There 
looks to be a preponderance of similar-
ity between the workings of the lodges 
in Perthshire (Perth Royal Arch Lodge15  
and Lodge Dunblane being prime exam-
ples). Astin says he recognises the 
Dundee district ritual in our working, 
but that is probably because the Dundee 
working, which is widely available as a 
volume in the British Masonic Miscellany 

to identify whether they were an oral 
source at the time: Oxford, Stability, 
Taylors, Universal, even Bristol. The 
variations were not found in them 
except where their inclusion in the 
English ritual reasonably stems from a 
geographical connection with either 
Ireland or Scotland (such as in the case 
of Bristol and Northumberland). 

These remaining variations likely 
stem from the oral traditions/handwrit-
ten manuscripts of the Scottish and 
Irish Constitutions. Cartwright’s work is 
the authority for comparing variations 
in English Craft workings, though he 
does not review Irish and Scottish 

material. The main variations and possi-
ble sources are noted in the following 
section.

The Scottish and Irish 
Constitutions
As part of this study 12 Scottish rituals 
were compared with the New South 
Wales rituals. It must be noted that only 
one of them predated the compilation 
dates in printed form, Kenning’s Scottish 
Craft Ritual 1870.14  Although printed 
later, they can be taken as representative 
of the working of the ritual in those geo-
graphic areas, committing to print either 

Ch:vs Ritual Component Comments

1:2 ‘Office-bearers occupy their respective 
stations’ 

Nowhere else in our constitution or ritual are the officers referred to as 
office-bearers. This is derived from Scottish nomenclature

1:50 The use of the word ‘illumine’ in the 
opening of the 1st degree.

The word illumine to describe the WM’s duty is only found in the Irish 
ritual

1:27–38 The wording of the questions in the 
opening and closing (answers are 
English/Scottish) and having all the 
officers giving their positions and roles

The Irish ritual provides the particular wording. Position rather than 
Situation. Scottish and Irish ask the questions of the officers rather 
than the Wardens exclusively, as in the English

2:26 ‘so as this is a prick to your flesh…’ Scottish and Irish include this section. The IG does not speak at the 
door in the English

3:9 A Conductor (rather than leader) in the 
first degree

Scottish, Irish. A good example of how Bristol reflects the non-Irish 
working. Cartwright calls them unique but they match up more often 
than not with Scottish and Irish customs.

8:5 ‘In the Beginning’ at the restoration to 
light

Scottish and Irish only

8:7 The swords and ‘the hand of friendship’ at 
the restoration to light

Irish

10:15  ‘no, you begin’ – this ‘colonial arrogance’ is inherited from the Scots. The English, when 
asked ‘which you please and begin’, readily comply.

TBC Mode of Preparation Found in Scottish and Irish ritual. However in wording reflects sections 
of the English Lectures

TBC Parable of Amalek Particular wording is Scottish

15:1–10 A longer charge for the 1st Working Tools Scottish

TBC Working Tools in 2nd and 3rd degree Scottish

6:1 Advance towards the East Irish and Scottish seem to have an Altar and a Pedestal. Hence the 
advancement to the East rather than the pedestal. Assume the same in 
any lodge with an Altar and Pedestal

TBC Tracing Board in 3rd Degree Scottish, though again derived from the English Lectures.

Table 4: Main Components of the NSW Ritual Not found in the Claret Ritual/Perfect Ceremonies
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collection, was the only one to which he 
had access.

The core of Claret Ritual/Perfect 
Ceremonies aside, many of the remaining 
unique phrases in New South Wales can 
be accounted for in Scottish rituals. 
However, it must be said that there are as 
many uniquely Scottish ritual forms and 
phrases that are excluded as are included. 
The compilers appear to have been 
keeping their ‘Scottish phrasing’ but 
standardising the ritual movements and 
forms with the English Constitution. For 
instance, they dropped the due guard, the 
involvement of deacons at the opening of 
the VSL, the unique forms of the third 
degree, and extended questions at the 
opening.

The Irish ritual, on the other hand was 
propagated by the Grand Lodge through  
a system of Lodges of Instruction and had 
a stronger consistency than the Scottish 
Constitution, even though both relied on 
oral instruction to impart their ritual. Yet 
in terms of printed rituals, the Irish had 
none. The sections of Irish influence we 
see in the ceremony must have been 
purely oral or from manuscript copies 
held by the members of Leinster Marine. 
While search for such a manuscript here 
in New South Wales has not yet been 
undertaken, it was possible to obtain a 
manuscript copy of Lodge Ara (IC) in 
New Zealand, which received its charter 
back in the 1820s from the Leinster 
Marine Committee (Lodge Social Mother 
260 IC). To cross check with modern Irish 
working, a copy of the recently printed 
ritual of the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
(2007) was used. For completeness a 
copy of an Irish ritual printed by A Lewis 
in 1913, in use by the Lodge of Lights (IC) 
in New Zealand, was referred to. 

A number of the sections in the  
New South Wales ritual that differ  
from Claret and Perfect Ceremonies are 
common to both the Irish and Scottish 
Constitutions.

The above table outlines the main 
components of the UGLNSW ritual  
that we have inherited from these 
constitutions.

New South Wales 
Constitution 
Finally there are two pieces of ‘innova-
tion’ in the New South Wales 1889 

ritual, not sourced from any other 
known ritual, which are noteworthy. 

The first is the substitution of the 
word ‘morality’ in place of the word 
‘piety’ throughout the ritual. The word 
‘piety’ is common in other rituals, but 
totally removed from the New South 
Wales ritual. It may be a small thing but 
it also might speak volumes about the 
increasingly secular outlook of the 
times, whereby the compilers felt 
uncomfortable about the implications 
and overtones of a word like ‘piety’. 

The second is more substantial and 
rounds out a most remarkable piece of 
ritual. At the Restoration to Light (Ch8), 
and having adopted the repetition of 
Genesis 1:1 (v5) and the Irish ‘circle of 
swords’ and ‘hand of fellowship’ (v7), the 
compilers then go on to include a few 
paragraphs elucidating the ‘Nature of 
Masonic Light’ (Ch9v1). This looks to 
have been sourced from Mackey’s 
Symbolism of Freemasonry, and does not 
appear in any of the other printed rituals, 
not even the 1879. It nevertheless makes 
for a beautiful piece of ritual and instruc-
tion. It is the jewel of the combined 
inheritance of the New South Wales 
ritual and a worthy addition to ceremony. 
Brethren in the jurisdiction could not 
imagine the First Degree without it.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the New South Wales 
jurisdiction is blessed to be in posses-
sion of a rich and, in some respects, 
unique ritual working. It tells a story of 
the development of the Craft in that 
State. It gives insight into the politics of 
Freemasonry at the time of its writing 
and the pragmatisms of human nature. 
It preserves some wonderful alternative 
phrasings of the ritual text and begs the 
question what other lost gems of ritual 
working are hidden out in the Colonial 
hinterland, frozen snapshots of 

workings now long lost in the heart-
lands of the Craft.

FOOTNOTES
10. GLNSW Proceedings, 58.

11. One exception which would have been 
available to the 1889 committee is the 
ritual of the Scottish District Grand 
Lodge of New South Wales, which was 
compiled and printed in competition 
with the GLNSW. Cramp & Mackaness 
note (p72) that it was printed in 1879. 
No copies have yet been found. This 
would be a very useful ritual to find, as 
it would constitute one of the earliest 
printed Scottish rituals in the world.

12. Cartwright, 41.

13. It must be noted that ritual as ‘ceremony’, 
as opposed to lecture or catechism, 
existed in printed form only from 
the 1830s. George Claret’s printing of 
Gilkes/Emulation working, and then the 
Perfect Ceremonies from 1871, were the 
ubiquitous texts throughout the world 
(the 1871 version of Perfect Ceremonies 
being a direct copy of Claret, according 
to Cartwright, but altered in the 1874 
edition considerably to add the changes 
from the evolving Emulation ritual). They 
in turn borrowed almost all of the lengthy 
clauses of text from the English printed 
‘Lectures’ (of Preston, Finch or Browne). 
There never were any Irish or Scottish 
‘Lectures’ and alternative versions of 
charges and extra paragraphs can 
often be found in English ‘Lectures’. 

14. Kenning’s ritual, reflecting the working 
around Glasgow, bears little resemblance 
to the New South Wales ritual.

15. Lodge Perth Royal Arch No 122 ritual 
(a Craft lodge, not a Chapter despite 
its confusing name), published in 
1970 on their 200th anniversary 
(purporting to be their time imme-
morial working from 1770).

16. Light was, in accordance with this old 
religious sentiment, the great object of 
attainment in all the ancient religious 
Mysteries. It was there, as it is now, in 
Masonry, made the symbol of truth and 
knowledge. This was always its ancient 
symbolism, and we must never lose sight 
of this emblematic meaning, when we are 
considering the nature and signification 
of masonic light. When the candidate 
makes a demand for light, it is not 
merely for that material light which is to 
remove a physical darkness; that is only 
the outward form, which conceals the 
inward symbolism. He craves an intel-
lectual illumination which will dispel the 
darkness of mental and moral ignorance, 
and bring to his view, as an eye-witness, 
the sublime truths of religion, philosophy, 
and science, which it is the great design 
of Freemasonry to teach. (Mackey’s The 
Symbolism of Freemasonry, ch XXII, 1869.)

...they are all  
essentially based on  

a common core...
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By Associate Professor Dr Emily Blyth

A scholar’s reflections
Westmead Hospital and as a researcher 
at the Westmead Institute for Medical 
Research. I am an Associate Professor at 
the University of Sydney, and supervise 
a team of scientists, health carers and 
doctoral students with a goal to make 
bone marrow transplant a safer and 
more effective therapy. We use state of 
the art cell therapy techniques such as 
gene modification and single cell selec-
tion to mitigate the many risks such as 
infection or relapse of the cancer for 
which patients are having treatment. 
We have established a manufacturing 
facility at Westmead that can produce 
individually designed cell therapies for 
patients depending on their specific 
cancer’s characteristics and so far, we’ve 
seen very encouraging results in clinical 
trials. In some cases, patients with no 
more treatment options for their lym-
phoma or leukaemia have experienced 
complete remissions. There is still much 
to do, and these incredible responses 
are not yet 
frequent 
enough.

When I was a medical 
student in the 1990s I 
had very little money and 
often found myself bewil-

dered as I watched my student friends 
buy coffees every day (‘where did those 
untold riches come from?’) I was really 
cash strapped and watched every cent, 
at one point with about $60 a week for 
all my expenses after I paid rent. At that 
time I was offered a small stipend from 
the Lorna Milgate Scholarship Fund 
which, with family help and some part-
time work, allowed me to focus on my 
studies and graduate with a medical 
degree in 2000. The scholarship made a 
huge difference in getting me to the 
starting line of a career in medicine and 
I was, and am, very grateful.

Twenty years have passed 
and I am now well settled 

in my speciality, 
working hard as a 

bone marrow 
transplant 

doctor 
at 

The twenty-year anniversary of my 
graduation came last year and I com-
pletely missed it. Instead, I was focused 
on getting my patients safely through 
their transplants when our usual way of 
doing things had turned completely 
upside down. One of the unexpected 

effects of the pandemic has 
been the interrup-

tion in inter-
national 

A Lorna Milgate scholar 25 years on reflects on a challenging year.

Associate Professor Dr Emily Blyth
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Research
COVID-19 is a stark reminder that research is 
key to solving global health issues
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The Westmead Institute for 
Medical Research (WIMR) is a 
leading Australian medical 
research institute, investigating 

some of the most serious illnesses and 
diseases affecting Australians and people 
throughout the world.

WIMR is proud to be at the epicentre 
of the thriving Westmead Health Precinct.

WIMR brings together some of the 
brightest scientific minds, and clinical 
leaders from across the Precinct’s four 
major hospitals, to deliver real and signifi-
cant research breakthroughs, and apply 
these discoveries to some of the world’s 
most serious diseases.

WIMR’s research is informed by the 
health issues that its researcher-clinicians 
see every day in their care of patients. It 
means that, not only is the research 
addressing real and current health needs, 
the results of WIMR’s research can also be 
more readily applied to improve patient 
outcomes. This approach is called 
‘bedside to bench to bedside’. 

Healthcare is being revolutionised by 
the development of personalised medi-
cine and treatments tailored to an individ-
ual’s unique genetic profile to bring about 
better health outcomes. WIMR’s research-
ers are at the forefront of these develop-
ments, and this commitment to making a 
difference has seen it make substantial 
investments both in people and facilities. 

The world-leading scientists at WIMR 
work collaboratively. They are driven, 
dedicated and brilliant, with a personal 
connection that is second to none. 

This dedication recently saw some of 
WIMR’s researchers quickly pivot their 
focus, to lead the urgent response to 
COVID-19. WIMR continues to be at the 
forefront of efforts to understand, suc-
cessfully treat, and ultimately stop the 
spread of the virus. 

These efforts include developing a new 
approach to analysing the genome of the 
COVID-19 virus, to assist with tracing the 
origins of the virus as it entered Australia 
– a technique now being used by coun-
tries around the world. WIMR’s researchers 
also developed a more informative blood 
test that indicates whether a COVID-19 
patient will require intensive medical 
treatment and are in the early stages of 
developing a vaccine specifically designed 
for one of the most at-risk groups in the 
community – the ageing. WIMR members 
are also advising the Federal Government 
and health authorities on a range of vac-
cine-related issues.

WIMR relies on support from the public 
to bridge the inevitable funding gap, cov-
ering these indirect costs that are essen-
tial to many aspects of its work, from 
employing the most gifted and dedicated 
staff; to purchasing, updating and main-
taining the high-tech equipment that is 
crucial to its work. 

For more information about WIMR’s 
work, visit www.westmeadinstitute.org.au

volunteer stem cell donor networks. 
Australian patients benefit from a huge 
international consortium of stem cell 
donor registries and we receive blood 
stem cells for transplantation delivered 
by couriers from donor centres all over 
the world. As COVID-19 spread and 
borders closed we had to make quick 
decisions about stem cells that were in 
transit, in some cases having to alter 
travel plans for a courier nearly 20 times 
as flights were cancelled or redirected. 
We also had to reassess our patient’s 
situations in light of health services in 
other countries, and possibly ours, 
becoming overwhelmed with COVID 
patients – ‘if we become overwhelmed 
here in a few weeks’ time, will it be safe 
to be undergoing a transplant? How do 
we ensure the donors will be available 
and in good health to donate stem cells? 
What might happen to the patient if we 
delay the transplant until things settle 
down? How long will that be and how 
long should we wait?’ We needed to 
make some really difficult decisions 
early on without a view of our country’s 
uncertain COVID future. 

As it turned out Australia did bril-
liantly under the guidance of our health 
experts, and with huge effort by the 
community, we have averted the worst-
case scenarios so far. The rest of the 
world, sometimes under extraordinary 
hardship, has worked hard to maintain 
stem cell transplant donor support. 
With adjustments to planning and to 
stem cell storage (we now freeze the 
cells for travel and send them unaccom-
panied rather than fresh with a personal 
courier) patients have continued to 
receive treatment and the research has 
continued. This is remarkable as many 
research labs in other parts of the world 
had to close down completely.

I continue to look forward to the 
results of my and others’ research to 
improve the lives of my patients and 
that in 2021 will bring some positive 
news and much less drama.

Associate Professor Dr Emily Blyth
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Send your Letters to the Editor by:

Email to: 
 freemason@masons.org.au

Post to: 
   The Secretary, Freemason Editorial Committee  

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT  
PO Box A259, Sydney South NSW 1235

Letters to the Editor

Have your say The Secretary
Freemason Editorial CommitteeThe United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACTPO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

The Secretary

Freemason Editorial Committee

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

PO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

The Secretary
Freemason Editorial Committee
The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT
PO Box A259, Sydney South, NSW 1235

Wal’s replies to Sam!

 Further to the article in 
September’s Freemason by W Bro 

Sam Beadsworth about Freemasonry 
bringing brothers together, I am the other 
one of the pair of old Glen Davis 
Laboratory Assistants from 1944.

When I left school, I would have liked to 
attend university to study chemistry, but 
the nearest university to Canberra was in 
Sydney, and that was totally out of the 
question from a financial and logistical 
point of view. The advertisement from the 
oil refinery stated that successful appli-
cants would be enrolled in the Industrial 
Chemistry Faculty of the Sydney Technical 
College with lectures at night school 
conducted by the engineers and chemists 
from the plant. I was just sixteen, and my 
two brothers had already left home, one 
to industry, the other to the RAAF, and I 
had a great deal of difficulty in convincing 
my parents to agree to my departure. 
However, I won.

On that fateful morning in January 1945, 
ten eager lads arrived at the Lab for 
instruction in their duties which were to 
commence that very night. There were 
two of us for each shift with twenty-one 
days on and seven days off. The two who 
started that same night at midnight really 
had a severe baptism of fire, as the 
control of the quality of the output of the 
refinery was effectually in the hands of 
the fuel analyst (fancy name for labora-
tory assistant).

We soon grew into the routine of continu-
ous shift work, coupled with lectures for 
three hours every weeknight, and the 
need young men have to do important 
things like playing football and hockey. 
The other thing that added to our discom-
fort was the weather. Normal summer 
midday temperatures frequently soared 
into the region of 115 degrees F; and this 
made for great difficulty sleeping after 

being awake all night (7–10pm lectures, 
then midnight to 8am in the lab.)

Sam Beadsworth and I worked together at 
Glen Davis until post-war conditions again 
permitted us to import liquid fuel at a 
much cheaper rate than we could refine it 
from oil shale.

I was then at a turning point in my career 
and having spent quite some time 
working with the instrument fitter at the 
refinery, I was offered the opportunity of 
joining the RAAF to train as an Aircraft 
Instrument Fitter. The training took a 
couple of years in total, and I was lucky 
enough to be posted to the Aircraft 
Research and Development Unit at 
Laverton in Victoria.

After some seven years working on air-
craft (I was checked out on 17 different 
types of aircraft), my Flight Sergeant 
(Johnnie Owen, one of the finest men I 
have ever known) suggested that I could 
increase my pay rate (now with three 
children I surely could use a raise) by 
joining the Commissioned Ranks. I 
applied, was selected and commissioned 
and eventually attained the rank of 
Squadron Leader.

I retired from the RAAF at age 45, and 
immediately joined the ANU as a technical 
officer (nice word for instrument maker) 
and had 20 years of most enjoyable work 
actually making scientific instruments. 
But all things must eventually come to an 
end, and ANU policy specified that we had 
to retire at age 65.

So, I set up in  my garage and carried on 
as a bespoke instrument maker for the 
next twenty years.

So much for my working life. I had a  
parallel life in Freemasonry. 

While still in the RAAF, I joined Lodge 
Perfect of Canberra, but on posting to 
Wagga, I joined Lodge Forest Hill. 
Eventually I was posted to Canberra for 

discharge and went to work at ANU. I 
found that I was working with five 
members of Lodge Caledonia of Canberra, 
so I joined them, where I had a few years 
as a steward, and then progressed to WM. 
Sometime after leaving the chair, I served 
on the Board of Benevolence for several 
years and later still I was appointed as 
DGIW District 102a. In those days we had 
two Districts in the Canberra region, and 
my co-DGIW was Graham Charlton. We 
became inseparable friends and have 
attended very many Grand Lodge 
Communications and Installations 
together, so it seemed natural for me to 
affiliate with Graham’s Lodge Ethos, so 
now we go everywhere masonically 
together. 

Seeing Sam Beadsworth’s name in the list 
of 70-year service masons, I felt it must 
be the same Sam I worked with all those 
years ago. If you joined the Craft at 18, in 
1948, you would have to be just 92 years 
old, same as me, so it was very well worth 
the little effort to track him down.

RW Bro Wal Hopkinson
Lodge Caledonia of Canberra,  
and Lodge Ethos

St George and Youth Club

 I had the pleasure of representing 
the RSL and presenting the annual 

prizes and awards to the very talented 
young people in the Kogarah RSL Youth 
Club gymnasium teams on 19 December.

Some fifty young people who train in the 
Bexley Manor Hall gymnasium throughout 
the year gathered for the end of year 
award ceremony with their very proud 
parents. Superintendent Jenny Sammut 
said she was thrilled with the high stand-
ard achieved by the students during a 
very trying COVID year. Full COVID regula-
tions were observed throughout the year 
and this seriously limited the numbers 
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involved in the program during 2020.  We 
are all optomistic that everything will 
improve in 2021.

The youth club is proudly supported by the 
Kogarah RSL sub-branch and the St George 
Freemasons who operate the Bexley Manor 
Hall at 480 Forest Road, Bexley as a com-
munity centre. The young people all 
observe a strong code of conduct and 
promise to follow a healthy life style of 

physical fitness. We are all grateful for the 
wonderful support of the parents and the 
qualified instructors who give their time 
and abilities to assist the club.

The youth club will operate again in 2021 
and all inquiries should be made to the 
Youth Club Superintendent Jenny 
Sammut on 0412 034 235 at any time or 
Patrick Medway at the Bexley Manor Hall 
on 0402 435 048.

RW Bro Patrick Medway AM
Lodge St George & St Andrew

An Honorary Mason
Dear Editor, 
You may be interested to know that Brian 
Sicknick, District of Columbia Capitol 
Police officer who was killed during the 
Washington ‘uprising’, has been pro-
claimed an Honorary Mason by the Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey 
– an honour rarely conferred. His father 
and brother are members of Philo Lodge 
No. 243 in New Jersey.

It is inappropriate to go into the details of 
the attack on the Capitol as it would be 
like giving a political comment, which I 

prefer to leave to the politicians, but what 
makes me proud is that he was given this 
great recognition.

This young man who appears from photos 
to be almost a boy was there to maintain 
the values of freedom, and we as 
Freemasons care a lot about freedom.

For his parents it’s a great loss and it 
creates a great gap in the family, but again 
I am proud of this recognition of honorary 
Freemason.

The details of this story were published on 
the Grand Orient of Italy website and as I 
was very pleased to receive this news, I 
thought I should share it with you.

RW Bro Tony Maiorana 
Lodge Trinity 666

Vale, Dr Yvonne McIntyre
It is my sad duty to inform members  
of the Masonic family of the passing on  
8 January 2021, of Dr Yvonne Lorraine 
McIntyre, BSc (Hons), MEd, PhD, JP, holder 
of the Grand Master’s Award of Merit. 
Yvonne was 74 years of age and had been 
seriously ill in recent times. 

Yvonne’s late husband, W Bro William 
McIntyre, Grand Steward, was tragically 
killed in a motor vehicle accident north of 
Coffs Harbour on 14 March 2003 while 
driving to assist in a Lodge Installation. 
Yvonne is survived by her son, Andrew 
Stewart McIntyre. 

Born in Leichhardt on 12 June 1946, 
Yvonne attended the Sydney Church of 
England Girls Grammar School at 
Darlinghurst (SCEGGS) and Sydney Girls 
High School. 

On leaving school, Yvonne trained as a 
nurse at the Concord Military Hospital 
and at the same time joined the Royal 
Australian Army Nursing Corps as a 
Reservist. She later served in Vietnam. 

Yvonne was a Life Member of the Royal 
Australian Army Nursing Corps 
Association and regularly joined the 
Association on ANZAC Days. The need to 
use a wheelchair in recent times did not 

prevent her from joining the Association in 
the march. 

Yvonne returned to her academic studies 
following her military service and obtained 
her Bachelor of Science Degree with 
Honours, a Master of Education Degree, 
and a Doctorate in Genetics. Her qualifica-
tions gained her positions with the 
Coroners Court, NSW, and the Attorney 
General’s Department where she was 
registered as a micro-specialist. 

Her credo in life was service, and she 
demonstrated this as a Justice of the 
Peace for 20 years and in her untiring, 
energetic and conscientious approach to 
Freemasonry both as a volunteer and 
employee of Grand Lodge. 

Yvonne started work with the Secretariat 
of Grand Lodge as a volunteer in 2002 
and could be seen in the office from 
6.00am to 6.00pm every Monday to 
Friday. She was later employed by Grand 
Lodge on a part-time basis but continued 
with her five-day schedule until the 
restructure of the Secretariat in 2013.

  continued...
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Vale, Dr Yvonne McIntyre
... continued

In 2003, Yvonne was appointed to the 
editorial committee of Freemason mag-
azine and remained a member until her 
passing. Amongst her numerous and 
wide-ranging articles, were titles such as 
In the Service of Mankind, The Changing 
Face of Pyrmont, The Land Down Under, 
Chivalry, The Last Post – Captain Winifred 
May Davis AANS, Sydney – The Sandstone 
City, and The Broken Column.

In 2008, the Freemasons’ Association 
(NSW & ACT), formerly the Present and 
Past Grand Lodge Officers Association, 
changed its Constitution to enable the 
wives, partners and widows of Free-
masons in the NSW & ACT jurisdiction to 
join the Association, and at the Annual 
General Meeting on 12 August 2008, 
Yvonne was elected to the Committee 
of Management. Yvonne remained a 
member of the Committee until ill-health 
forced her resignation in 2014. Positions 
held by Yvonne included Membership 
Officer, Registrar, Vice President, Liaison 
Officer to the Board of Management and 
President. In becoming President, Yvonne 
became the first woman to hold the 
position in the 100-year-old Association. 
All positions were approached with the 
same diligence and enthusiasm applied 
to her work with Grand Lodge. In 2011, 
she initiated the Masonic Wreath Laying 
Ceremony at the Martin Place Cenotaph. 
The Ceremony has been conducted 
annually since that time, the exception 
being 2020 due to the pandemic. A similar 
approach to the Battle for Australia 
Committee resulted in the Freemasons’ 
Association becoming the first non-mili-
tary organization to be included in the 
ceremony. The two memorial plaques 
erected on Level 3 of the Sydney Masonic 
Centre are a direct result of Yvonne’s 
efforts on behalf of members of the 
Masonic family who died as a result  
of war. The first plaque replicates the 
wording formerly located on the frieze  
in the foyer of the building. The second 
plaque is in memory of ex-service women 
of the Masonic family who died because 
of military service for Australia. The plaque 
simply states ‘All ye that pass by forget 
not’. The plaque was unveiled by Yvonne 
as the Association’s Vice President, in 
the presence of the Grand Master on  
11 November 2011. 

As Registrar of the Freemasons’ 
Association, Yvonne was instrumental  
in having a Memorandum of Under-
standing between the United Grand 
Lodge and the Freemasons’ Association 
signed on the floor of Grand lodge on  
8 August 2009. This was a significant 
event in the history of the Association 
and was achieved only 12 months after 
Yvonne becoming a member of the 
Association. Yvonne signed the  
document as Association Registrar. 

Yvonne’s great passion was the needs  
of Masonic widows and she worked tire-
lessly on their behalf. For the first time, 
Masonic widows were included on the 
database of Grand Lodge and received  
a copy of the Freemason magazine. The 
Masonic Widows Advisory Committee 
was formed in 2006 and comprised two 
representatives from each of the eight 
widows’ associations. The purpose of the 
Committee was to assist and advise 
Masonic widows, facilitate effective com-
munication between Grand Lodge and 
Masonic widows and encourage districts 
and lodges to take a more active role in 
caring for their Masonic widows. Masonic 
widows were invited to Association 
lunches at a subsidized rate and as 
guests at the Association’s Christmas 
lunches.  

Although failing eyesight and deteriorat-
ing health denied Yvonne the opportu-
nity to remain active, she never lost her 
interest in Freemasonry. She will be sadly 
missed by all who had the privilege of 
knowing her. 

May you rest in peace Yvonne in the 
knowledge that you were greatly loved.

RW Bro Alan Farrell
The Balmain Lodge

Apology 
to MW Bro George Curry PGM

On behalf of the Publication Committee 
of the Freemason magazine I apologise to 
MW Bro George Curry PGM for misspelling 
his name in the December issue of the 
magazine.

RW Bro Richard Dawes, Editor

Letters to the Editor

The Publication Committee joins 
RW Bro Alan Farrell in mourning 
the death of Yvonne. She was  
a pillar of strength with the 
Committee and her wisdom 
carried over into the articles that 
she wrote. Her memory lives in 
the hearts of all who knew her.

What’s onEVENTS AND NOTICES

Calling all lodge
secretaries!
Got an event coming up?
Let masons all over the state know  
and support Freemason magazine  
at the same time. List for as little as 
$12.50 per issue ($50 for four listings).

freemason@apmgraphics.com.au 

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls

Rainbow Girls Meetings
Now meet on 4th Sunday of  
each month at 11.00 am at the  
Blacktown Masonic Centre  
5/1 Carnegie Place, Blacktown

For further details please phone  
Talese on 0401 213 800 or  
email: Talese_s@hotmail.com  

Lodge Morning Star No 410

 100 Years – Help!
Lodge Morning Star is compiling a 
Centenary book and would welcome 
any stories or memorabilia you may 
have for inclusion. Please contact us 
at email@lodgemorningstar.com

Have you visited our lodge in the  
last 100 years? If not, why not?

Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

Calling Newcastle masons
Newcastle’s only daylight lodge  
welcomes masons unavailable for or  
cautious about night-time meetings!
2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Tyling at 9:30am. Lunch $10.  
New Lambton Masonic Centre. 
For details call 02 4968 4511.
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Motiview was developed by Scandinavian 
supplier Motitech, to engage residents in 
exercise by adding a virtual bike tour element 
to the experience. This brings many benefi ts to 
residents who participate as it improves their 
physical health and stamina, along with their 
cognitive health.

The innovative program helps older people to 
become more motivated to engage in exercise. 
As a resident cycles, they see video footage of 
places that are familiar to them such as a town 
they grew up in, or a special family holiday 
they enjoyed. They can also listen to their 
favourite songs as they pedal, which makes the 
experience even more enjoyable. The footage 

Support Whiddon to continue improving the quality of life of older 
Australians through innovation, research and new approaches to care. 
Make a donation today at www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation.

is shot from a moving vehicle and really makes 
residents feel like they are cycling.

Residents are able to choose from a wide range 
of places around the world to cycle through. 
Residents at Whiddon Grafton have so far 
enjoyed virtual rides through Ireland, Canada, 
Coff s Harbour and Sydney. Resident cyclists 
can pedal with their feet or use the hand 
pedalling option as they enjoy a virtual visit to 
their favourite places. The program has become 
very popular with a wide range of residents at 
Grafton, who love watching the footage and 
reminiscing about local places and their own 
experiences of cycling or traveling together. 
They can even compete against others in  
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Warren from Whiddon 
Grafton enjoying the 
Motiview program

friendly cycling competitions which allow them to 
connect to others outside of the care home too.

Our staff  have seen a big change in Warren, 
one of the Whiddon Grafton residents who has 
really taken a liking to the cycling. Warren, who 
is normally quite reserved socially and used 
to spend a lot of time in his room alone,  has 
developed much higher levels of self-confi dence 
through participating in the program, and he 
is now connecting more with others and really 
looks forward to the weekly sessions. As he 
cycles through places of interest, Warren and 
other residents together share memories of the 
locations they see in the videos.

This is just one example of the many programs 
and initiatives that Whiddon has been able 
to off er across our care homes as a result of 
the generosity provided by our communities, 
families and partners who have donated. You 
can support Whiddon by donating today and 
making a diff erence to residents’ lives by visiting 
www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation. 

Whiddon Grafton, in the Northern Rivers region of New 
South Wales, is trialling the Motiview program, which sees 
residents using specially adapted exercise bikes and visual 
film technology to take them to their favourite destinations 
locally and around the globe.

cycling around the world
Aged care residents love



By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM
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Japan

atmosphere in the Special Observatory 
makes many visitors feel they are float-
ing in space. If you prefer to be closer to 
the ground, regular events are provided 
every week on the first floor.

There is so much more to see, a 
tourist could spend weeks in Tokyo. My 
organised five-day tour started with the 
impressive Mt Fuji and moved on to 
Hakone, Kyoto and Hiroshima before 
returning to Tokyo on the remarkable 
bullet train. The coach drove along the 
Chuo Expressway to the Fuji Visitor 
Centre and continued half way up the 
mountain to Mt Fuji’s 5th Station, 
leaving us free to see the vast surround-
ing areas, clouds permitting.

On to the hotel at Hakone for a 
Japanese-style lunch, an afternoon 
cruise on the former crater Lake Ashi 
and a ride on the Komagatake Ropeway 
to end an interesting day.

shrines and even a river cruise. Enjoy a 
pleasant walk through the Palace East 
Gardens, visit the inner moat with 15 
foot (5 metre) thick walls and pine trees 
surrounding the 250-acre fortress, the 
home of the Emperor and Empress.

Maybe a 40-minute Sumida river 
cruise from Hinode Pier to see a blend 
of old and new Tokyo at Asakusa is 
more to your liking. Stroll along 
Nakamise shopping street which leads 
to Kannon Temple, one of the finest 
Buddhist temples in Japan. If your 
timing is right, you could have your 
photograph taken with a ninja or 
samurai, swords included.

If you prefer a full day tour, an organ-
ised visit to Kamakura and Yokohama 
will include Kotoku-in Temple with the 
Great Buddha, Hasadera Temple, a 
lunch stop, then on to Yokohama’s 
China Town, a visit to Sankelen Gardens 
and a drive over the Yokohama Bay 
Bridge before returning to your hotel.

Back to the present and to the 333m 
high Tokyo Tower. A science-fiction like 

If travel restrictions are lifted or eased 
in time, the double possibility 
beckons of linking this year’s Olympic 
Games with a cultural and historical 

tour of present and ancient Japan.

The 33rd Olympic Games are sched-
uled to start in Tokyo on 23 July and will 
consist of 339 events in 33 sports with 
more than 11,000 athletes expected 
from 206 nations. Australia is one of the 
few countries to have contested every 
Games and has twice been host – in 
Melbourne in 1956 and Sydney 2000.

A treasure trove of at least 14 cultural 
and four natural UNESCO World 
Heritage attractions are spread across 
Japan, including temples, Mt Fuji, the 
ancient capital of Nara, Kyoto, and his-
torical Tokyo which would be a logical 
starting point.

There are combinations of half day 
and full day tours with pickup at your 
hotel which will take you to numerous 
attractions. Otherwise, transport by train, 
bus or taxi makes it easy to become 
acquainted with Tokyo where a half day 
tour will visit the Imperial Palace, the 
Tokyo Tower, gardens, Ginza shopping, 

Planning for a future holiday has always been a dream for the average 
person and even today’s virus-infected world has not stopped 
people from looking ahead.

A treasure trove of delights  
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We departed the next morning on a 
three-hour bullet train journey to Kyoto 
where the afternoon was spent at Nara, 
selected in 710 as Japan’s first perma-
nent capital city. Starting at the famous 
Todaiji Temple which houses the Great 
Buddha, we walked among the deer of 
Nara Park, looked at Kofokuj Temple 
founded in 710 and then had a short 
stroll to Kasuga Grand Shrine, which  
was built in 768 and has more than 
1,800 stone lanterns on the precinct and 
another 1,000 lanterns suspended inside.

Similar sights awaited the next day 
around Kyoto with visits to Nijo Castle, 
the Golden Pavilion and the Imperial 
Palace. But memories of World War II 
flooded back with the next stop, which 
was a visit to Hiroshima, the town deci-
mated on 6 August, 1945 by the world’s 
first atom bomb, with an estimated 
loss of 140,000 lives and 
which led to the 
ending of the war.

Hiroshima is now a peaceful scene. 
First stop is Myajima Island and 
Itsukushima Shrine with a break for 
lunch and then the main attractions of 
the Peace Memorial Park and Museum 
and finally the Atomic Bomb Dome.

The Peace Memorial Museum col-
lects and displays belongings left by the 
victims, photos, and other materials 
related to that day. The Main Building 
displays artifacts and materials spe-

cially designed to convey 
the events and condi-
tions in Hiroshima on  
6 August, 1945. The 
East building contains 

models, photographs 
and panel exhibits 

to present the current status of the 
nuclear age and Hiroshima’s peace 
activities.

Back to the fantastic bullet train and 
my return to Tokyo for another day in 
the capital. But like an iceberg where 
only one fifth is above the surface, the 
wonders of Japan are far more numer-
ous than those openly visible. The 
palaces, castles and shrines reflect 
splendour, history and peace, the 
gardens always seem to be in flower  
and there is rarely a shortage of sights 

to see. Japan is extraordi-
nary in every way and is  

a fascinating adventure to 
enjoy.

Daigoji Temple, Kyoto

Tokyo Tower
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The stamp 
issued with a 
portrait of the 
wrong Moroiu!

A philatelic error  
I am a philatelist, but I especially collect postcards with 
masonic themes. I present to interested brethren an 
error in the series of stamps issued on the occasion 
of the 140th anniversary of the founding of the Grand 
National Lodge of Romania (8 September, 1880–2020).

mentioning that it was Constantin Moroiu 
the founder of the Grand National Lodge 
of Romania with his wife. 

Those who decided to use this portrait 
on the stamp of the anniversary phila-
telic issue have not checked their facts 
and have made a serious philatelic and 
historical error. Look at the image on the 
stamp and compare it with the genuine 
image of the Grand Master Constantin 
Moroiu: the difference is very visible. 

As a historian of Freemasonry and as 
a Professor of Military History in the 
Romanian Military Academy I make the 
following assertions: 

1) The founder of the Grand National 
Lodge of Romania, Constantin Moroiu 
lived between 1837 and 1918 and he 
was an officer. He served as a captain 
in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877–78, 
in which Romania gained its independ-
ence. After the war, he was demobilised. 

2) He did not participate as a  
combat officer in the First World War. 
In 1916 when Romania entered the 
war, Constantin Moroiu, the Grand 
Master of the Grand National Lodge  
of Romania, was 79 years old! 

3) The uniform of the officer shown on 
the stamp is that of a senior officer 
from the First World War, most likely 
a lieutenant-colonel of artillery. 

4) The fez worn by this officer, from the 
image you see on the stamp, has the 
monogram of King Ferdinand I, who 
ruled between 1914 and 1927.

This year it will be 140 years 
since the foundation of the 
Grand National Lodge of 
Romania. The foundation 

Grand Master was Captain Constantin 
Moroiu. This year Rompresfiletalia1 
issued a series of anniversary stamps.

However, they made a major error. 

The officer shown in the stamp with 
the value of 20.50L, is not Constantin 
Moroiu the foundation Grand Master.

A Romanian officer with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel and a combatant in 
the First World War is incorrectly shown 
on the stamp as Captain Constantin 
Moroiu, the founder of the Grand 

National Lodge of Romania. So, who was 
the man represented on the stamp as 
Constantin Moroiu? 

On the okazii.ro2 website from 2017, 
two photos were for sale, one represent-
ing an officer and another of his wife, 

Stamping out mistakes By RW Bro Prof Dr George Bichicean (Romania)

By coincidence  
his name is also 

Constantin Moroiu.

The real foundation Grand Master of 
the Grand National Lodge of Romania
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5) The medals on the officer’s chest are 
those awarded to a senior combat 
officer in the First World War and 
testify to an extraordinary recognition 
of his service during the World War 
and in the inter-war period. 

I did some research; and from my 
brother Alexandru Rufanda (whom I 
thank from the bottom of my heart), I 
obtained photos and data about the real 
officer represented on the stamp. By 
coincidence his name is also Constantin 
Moroiu. He was a senior officer in the 
Targu Mures garrison. In 1932 he was a 
lieutenant-colonel according to the pho-
tographs. I remind you that the true 
Grand Master of the Grand Romanian 
National Lodge from 1880, Captain 
Constantin Moroiu, passed to the Eternal 
Orient in 1918! My research led to the 
discovery of a gravestone which com-
memorates an officer of the rank of lieu-
tenant-colonel named Tiberiu Al Moroiu. 
Is it possible that this is the real name of 
the officer represented on the stamp and 
not Constantin Moroiu, as the seller 
stated on www.okazii.ro? 

I’m going to do more research on this 
officer but the resemblance between the 
photo sold and the one on the incorrect 
stamp is pretty clear.

1 Government approved issuer of 
commemorative stamps

2  An on-line marketplace

March Quiz

Aussie Q&A

1 Robert Menzies formed what political 
party in 1944?

2 Australia’s Governor General David 
Hurley was previously Governor of 
which State?

3 In Australian slang, what is an 
ankle-biter?

4 What Australian service club was 
founded in Geelong in 1931?

5 Name the bush kangaroo who was a 
‘friend ever true?’

6 What was modelled on New York’s 
Coney Island and opened at 
Melbourne’s St Kilda in 1912?

7 Who was Australia’s first Prime 
Minister?

8 Tennis great Roger Federer won his 
first Wimbledon title in 2003, beating 
which Australian in the final?

9 What Australian breakfast cereal goes 
with snap, crackle and pop?

10 The early social worker known for her 
time in aboriginal communities was 
Daisy _____?

11 The walking track from Yass to Albury 
follows the route taken by explorers 
Hovell and who?

12 Name the English county which has 
the same surname of the lead singer 
in The Seekers?

13 The first female Governor in Australia, 
Dame Roma Mitchell, took office in 
1991 in which State?

14 In which Australian State is there a 
town named Bagdad?

15 Australian Howard Florey won a 
Nobel Prize for his role in developing 
which antibiotic?

16 Fil in the blanks: director Peter Weir 
directed the adaptation of Joan 
Lindsay’s book called ______  __  
Hanging Rock.

17 What is the health system that all 
Australians are entitled to?

18 What is the better-known name for 
Perth’s Cricket Ground?

19 Sam Kerr plays for which Australian 
national team?

20 What is the floral emblem of South 
Australia?

Flex your mental muscles with these twenty brainteasers 
selected from across the breadth of Australian politics, 
music, sport and pop cuture! 

Answers on page 46!

37
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The inner fence of nickel buttons 
that overlaps both faces is meant to 
represent the fencing of arbeit macht frei 
(concentration) camps. The outer gilded 
buttons are an ironic reference to gilded 
picture framing but also points to the 
use of gold that evoked the Fatherland. 
The red triangle is, of course, the symbol 
social dissidents in the camps were 
made to wear on their vertically striped 
work uniforms. It is believed that 
between 60,000 and 300,000 Free-
masons were killed in the camps of  
the Third Reich.

German Lodge of the Sun art 

Bro Veenstra’s ‘mind has conceived and his head has devised’ but also his ‘hand has been 
prompt to execute the design’.

...between 60,000 and 
300,000 Freemasons 

were killed... 

The face on the left is Wilhelm 
Leuschner, a trade union organ-
iser and, on the right, Carl von 
Ossietsky a journalist, peace 

activist and Nobel Peace Prize recipient. 
The latter was beaten and tortured for 
his strongly held views. Both were 
Freemasons at a time when their broth-
ers abandoned the more easily recog-
nised masonic insignia for the blue 
flower, the blaue blume motif of German 
Romantic art. It is popularly known as 
the forget me not. The grid of flowers 
that I arrived at quite resembles the 
walls of red poppies at war memorials 
or the endless rows of tombstones at 
battle sites. At this time the major 
German lodge was German Lodge of  
the Sun.

Mystical masonic art  

A key to some of the 
important elements
1. Outer gilded buttons

2. Grid of flowers

3. Concentration camp fencing

4. Social dissident triangle

5. Wilhelm Leuschner

6. Carl v. Ossietsky

7. Striped work uniforms

21

3

4
5 6

7

110 cms H X W. Unprimed canvas on pine stretcher; 
buttons sewn with upholsterers’ polyester thread.

Artist: Anton Veenstra, Lodge Toxteth
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Masonic News from NSW & ACT

NSWS
ACT

NSWS
ACTRegional roundup

Send your masonic news by:

Email to: 
 freemason@masons.org.au

Post to: 
   The Secretary, Freemason Editorial Committee  

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT  
PO Box A259, Sydney South NSW 1235

Regional Roundup

Camp Breakaway is a purpose-built facil-
ity established in 1982 at San Remo on 
the Central Coast of NSW just 35 minutes 
from Gosford and less than an hour from 
Newcastle, specialising in providing 
respite care for children and adults with 
moderate to severe disabilities and their 
carers, siblings, parents, etc. 

Sadly, since March 2020, Camp 
Breakaway has had to close its doors to 
the community due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19; with this closure, normal 
income streams and donor support have 
dwindled.

Freemasons on the Central Coast along 
with the lodges of District 21 recently 
combined to financially support Camp 
Breakaway with a donation of $8,000.  
Ms Sara Evans, Community Engagement 

Freemasons on the Central Coast and District 21

$8,000 support for 
Camp Breakaway

Hilda Gibbs, Richard Blanschard,  
RW Bro Graeme Ingall, VW Bro Chris 
Matthews, W Bro Eric Gibbs and  
VW Bro John Jenkins with the  
donated beds

Officer, sincerely thanked the Freemasons 
for this most generous donation.

This valuable contribution, with other 
donations of goods – carpet, special beds, 
paint, lino, etc – has enabled Camp 
Breakaway to put the temporary closure 
to good use and focus on the upkeep of 
the facility with a full six months of reno-
vating, refurbishing, painting, and 
landscaping.

Camp Breakaway has re-opened after 
the closure. For further information, phone 
02 4390 7624.

Lodge Resurgo No 223

Allan 
Ezzy’s  
50th!
In November Lodge Resurgo celebrated 
its return to physical meetings. 

The highlight of the evening was a 
presentation of a 50-year certificate  
and jewel to RW Bro Allan Ezzy AM by  
VW Bro Don Mason. The presence of the 
DGIW, VW Bro Simon Oliver added further 
lustre to the occasion.

 L- R. VW Bro Don Mason, RW Bro Allan 
Ezzy and DGIW, VW Bro Simon Oliver
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Regional Roundup

The theatrical lodge of Australia, Lodge 
Thespian held their first regular face to 
face meeting in December 2020 after a 
long recess, their last regular meeting 
being in March 2020. 

Although there were numerous Zoom 
meetings in this period nothing compares 
with meeting in peace, love and harmony 
with our brethren. At the December 
meeting a father and his two sons were 
passed to the Fellowcraft degree: Raymond 
Younan and his sons James and Daniel. 

Lodge Thespian No 256 

Lodge Thespian meets again!

These three brethren were initiated on  
1 February 2020, a gap of ten months.

Another milestone was reached at this 
meeting. RW Bro Bill (Skinny) Richards 
OAM received his 60 year-service certifi-
cate and jewel. The Worshipful Master of 
Lodge Thespian, W Bro Myles Radford, 
presented Bill with his certificate and a 
long-time friend of Bill’s, RW Bro Neville 
Menzies presented him with his jewel.

Our ladies were also able to meet 
together again and they enjoyed a coffee 

at a local cafe in Petersham and later 
joined the brethren for the festive board.

The decision was made not to have  
our festive board at the Masonic Centre, 
instead our Senior Warden, Bro Luke 
Spickler arranged for SEED, a local Greek 
restaurant, to open especially for us to 
have our luncheon.

Being together again after such a long 
time apart resulted in a very enjoyable 
day.

L–R: Daniel, James and Ray Younan, Bill Richards OAM and Neville Menzies

Bro Darren Rolph congratulating  
his father VW Bro Arthur Rolph on  
40 years of service to Freemasonry.

Lodge Enterprise No 400

40 not out 
A 40-year certificate was presented  
to VW Bro Arthur Rolph on Monday  
26 October at Lodge Enterprise,  
New Lambton. 

VW Bro Rolph was thanked for his very 
active involvement in the activities of the 
lodge and Freemasonry in general. Further 

congratulations were made personally by 
Arthur’s son, Bro Darren Rolph.

Following the presentations, a very 
interesting talk, illustrated by photographs, 
on the Warrior’s Chapel at Newcastle’s 
Christ Church Cathedral was presented by 
Bro Roland Millbank. Musical solos were 
presented by VW Bro Frank Woodhead, 
accompanied by the organist W Bro Don 
Smith, prior to and following the talk.

All COVID-19 requirements were strictly 
followed by the lodge in another great 
night in Freemasonry!
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W Bro Reg Young in 2014, receiving his 
60 year certificate (somewhat 
belatedly) from the Grand Master.

W Bro Reg Young, an honorary member  
of Lodge Middle Harbour 85 and, until 
recently, the custodian of the final  
charge in all three degrees, turned 100  
on 10 January.

Who is Reg? 
Born in the UK county of Somerset in 1921, 
he never lost that distinctive ‘Zummerzet’ 
accent. At sea at 17 as a Royal Navy wire-
less operator, he was on the light 
cruiser Carlisle in Norway and  the 
Mediterranean, where she was involved 
in the Battle of Cape Matapan, the first 
and second battles of Sirte and the 1941 
Battle of Crete when she received a direct 
hit during an air attack. A gun turret 
absorbed the blast, killing the gun crew, 
but saving the lives of Reg and the team 
in the radio room below.

His next post was shore station operator 
on the stone frigate HMS Atlantic Isle, on 
the remote mid-Atlantic island Tristan da 
Cunha monitoring U-Boat radio traffic. Ray 
says he has fond memories of shore leave 
in the Uruguayan capital of Montevideo 
(what happened ashore stays ashore). 

Lodge Gloucester No 291

Les Potter 
70 years 
W Bro Leslie Gordon Potter was pre-
sented with his 70-year certificate  
and jewel at his home in Gloucester on  
26 August 2020. The WM of Lodge 
Gloucester No 291, W Bro Gavan Boland, 
made the presentation accompanied by 
several Lodge Gloucester brethren.

Les was initiated as a lewis in Lodge 
Leopold, Narrandera, on 21 February 1950. 
His father – a train driver based in 
Narrandera – was also a member.

Les graduated dux from Narrandera 
High School in 1947 and attended Wagga 
Wagga Teachers College 1948–50, gradu-
ating as a primary school teacher. He 
taught at Leeton Primary School, then at 
Griffith and later was deputy Principal at 
North Griffith Primary. After graduating as 
a B.A. in 1968 he transferred to Griffith 
High School and then to Gloucester High 
School as Social Science Master.

Les and Thelma married in August 1957 
and they have three sons: Gary born 1961, 
Ian 1964 and Mark 1967. All of the boys 
have served with distinction in the 
Australian Defence Forces.

Les was also active in the local com-
munity and has an encyclopaedic knowl-
edge of the M.I.A. He has also been very 
active in the Gloucester service club com-
munity: Junior Rugby League, Lions, the 
Aero Club and the Anglican Church.

Lodge Gloucester No 291 is proud to 
have such a member in its ranks! 

A posting on the aircraft 
carrier Indomitable brought him to the 
Pacific campaign and action at Medan, 
Palembang, Sumatra and the liberation  
of Hong Kong. When Reg’s seven-year tour 
of duty was over, he was discharged in 
Australia and began working as a wireless 
technician with AWA.

During this time – 1949 – he joined 
Freemasonry, receiving his 70-year mem-
bership jewel at Mosman Masonic centre 
in 2019.

In 1950, he married Mary and 
built their house in Dee Why with bricks 
he made himself. They have three children 
and five grandchildren; and son Phil now 
manages the dog products company, 
Challenge Dog Supplies, that Reg founded 
in the mid-50s.

Reg is one of Lodge Middle Harbour’s 
stalwarts and one of its few honorary 
members. His idiosyncratic delivery of the 
final charges in each degree has left an 
indelible memory with every brother who 
experienced them. 

‘I clearly remember Reg’s conversa-
tional yet very definite Final Charge as I 
progressed through the three degrees,’ 
said WM Tony Sulengkar.

‘He had that rare ability to be word 
perfect but entirely natural.  His hand-
shake at the end of the Third Degree final 
charge when he welcomed me to the 
Lodge made it very clear I had joined a 
real brotherhood.’

He also gave us this toast (imagine it in 
a broad Somerset accent):

Here’s to thee and thine from me and mine.
When thee and thine meet me and mine,
May me and mine treat thee and thine
As if thee and thine were me and mine.

Lodge Middle Harbour No 85

Reg  
turns 100

W Bro Les (left) receives his 70 year 
certificate in his home from the WM,  
W Bro Gavan Boland (right).
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Lodge St George and St Andrew which 
meets in the historic St George Masonic 
Centre in Bexley held their annual Open 
Day on 8 November with over 250 people 
passing through the Centre. 

The lodge teamed up with the St George 
Masonic Museum Society to present a 
Spring Fair Open Day in the Bexley Manor 
Hall which occupies the ground floor of the 
Masonic Centre. Stalls were set up by the 
Bexley Chamber of Commerce, Bendigo 
Bank, St George Historical Society, Kogarah 
RSL Youth Club, Royal Freemasons’ 
Benevolent Institution, Australian Wildlife 
Society and other local community groups, 
plus a cake stall, lolly stall and book stall,  
to raise funds for a new local educational 
scholarship.

The St George Brass Band played 
brackets of music on the front lawns to 

St George Brass Band at the St George 
Masonic Centre, Bexley

entertain and encourage the people 
attending the activities. Two local 
members of parliament, Chris Minns MP, 
Member for Kogarah and Stephen Kamper 
MP, Member for Rockdale attended and 
supported the day. They unveiled a new 
war memorial plaque dedicated to a 
high-profile former member of the lodge 
Bro Sir Asher Joel KBE KT AO who died  
in 1998.

The lodge also launched the new 
Lodge Educational Scholarship at the 
local Sydney Technical High School to 
encourage greater public awareness of 
Freemasonry.

Lodge James Kibble No 985 

Kibble is 
back! 
Lodge James Kibble is the only daylight 
lodge between Turramurra and Newcastle. 

These happy brethren were attending 
the first meeting since March 2020.

They meet on  the 2nd Monday and 
you are welcome to visit any month. 
Phone Geoff Bown 4326 1161 for details.

The members of Lodge Kibble Daylight

VW Bro George McKinnon receives his 
70-year Certificate from W Bro Brad 
Conner at Twin Towns Daylight recently. 

The excitement of the occasion was 
such that VW Bro George even forgot his 
PM’s apron. Well done Bro George, you are 
an example to us all.

Twin Towns Daylight No 436 

George 
gets a 70!

Lodge St George and St Andrew No 7 

St George open day 

VW Bro McKinnon receiving his 
certificate from W Bro Conner

L–R: Stephen Kamper MP, Bro Grant Layland, W Bro Wayne Greenwood, RW Bro Sam Young, 
Chris Minns MP and RW Bro Patrick W Medway AM
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District 44  

$70,000 
to charity  
and still 
counting! 
In August 2018 the brethren of District 
44 Masonic Charities Inc. decided to 
establish an op shop on the ground floor 
of the Taree Masonic Centre. 

The shop is staffed by a volunteer 
group of over twenty helpers, mainly ladies 
of whom only three have masonic connec-
tions. The stock which is sourced from the 
local community is sorted, cleaned and 
processed by our willing team.

The great support in donations from the 
local community is because nearly all funds 
raised go back to the local area (which is 
emphasised by the shop volunteers).

In the 2019-20 financial year over 
$50,000 has been donated, and in the 
current period to date the following dona-
tions have been made:

 R Riding for the Disabled $6,000;

 R GM’s Bushfire Appeal $5,000;

 R Port Macquarie Hospital Child 
Oncology Unit $6,000;

 R Wingham Art and Soul $2,000;

 R Forster Family assist $1,000.

Further donations are currently under 
consideration.

Freemasons on the Central Coast (FotCC) 
supplied 1st Avoca Beach Scouts with 34 
personal floatation devices (lifejackets) 
and 42 new paddles to help relaunch 
their activities after a trying year.. 

Like many of us, the Scouts had been 
restricted to virtual meetings for the last 
ten months. A tough situation for an 
organisation based around practical 
outdoor activity! When they were finally 
able to resume meetings, a safety inspec-
tion of their gear revealed that some of it 
was in dire need of replacement due to 
lack of use. It was then that Freemasons 
on the Central Coast came to the rescue!

The leadership of the group reached out 
to FotCC and explained their predicament. 
In response, FotCC donated lifejackets in a 

District 21  

Masons to the rescue

Lifejackets purchased by District  
21 for the 1st Avoca Beach Scouts

selection of sizes for different age groups, 
each emblazoned with the name of the 
troop (which will come in very handy at the 
next regatta!) along with new paddles of 
various styles to replace those which were 
in danger of breaking due to age or wear.

To present the new gear, FotCC were 
invited to a Scout meeting on 14 December. 
The evening commenced with a parade at 
which Chairman Geoff Bown and Director 
James Noble presented the gear to Group 
Leader Peter Oliver. The donation was cele-
brated with a rousing BRAVO! and a great 
rush to the water to put it all to the test!

Lodge Oberon 355

Talking about sheep 
What do those men in dinner suits have  
in common? Why do men want to remain 
members of such an iconic ancient frater-
nity? What is the answer to this riddle? 

Lodge has stood throughout the cen-
turies as a meeting place of men. 

I ask you to get out there and talk 
about your lodge. Talk about what your 
lodge is doing for you.

After the latest meeting of Lodge 
Oberon we sat around a table talking 
about sheep. We laughed about the 

goings on of sheep and how hard it was to 
round them up and how the rams would 
knock you over.

Because of the COVID-19 problem,  
we had packets of crisps and cans of soft 
drink for the South, but what happened  
at that table I will not forget in a long time. 
It was as if magic had happened at lodge 
that night.

I would like to say thank you to the 
brethren of Lodge Oberon for the camara-
derie and a South that I will never forget.
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Giving a fair go By W Bro Brian Kramer

Let’s not ‘dis’  
their abilities

or an ability to stay focused; and many 
other strengths.

Some tasks don’t require vast brain-
plains of intelligence. In fact, some tasks 
are well suited to persons with an intel-
lectual disability. For example, a repeti-
tive task may bore one person, whereas 
another might find the repetition rein-
forcing. Usually with a problematic task, 
it isn’t the task that is the problem, but 
finding the right person to perform the 
task and structuring the task appropri-
ately. Sometimes moving a task from 
one job description to another can 
improve results.

In business, money doesn’t need to 
trickle down or be wasted, it just needs 
to be allocated according to good plans 
that allow an equitable result. 
Sometimes it isn’t so much benevolence 
or charity, as just good business to make 
minor adjustments to your work to 
accommodate a person who can do 
tasks consistently well.

I know of a young person with an 
intellectual disability who was hired by 
a major Sydney hospital because of her 
extraordinary productivity in a very 

As masons, we don’t judge a 
man by his wealth or station. 
Though as humans, we do 
often admire people for their 

assets - sometimes it is a sportsperson 
for their athletic ability, or a Paralympian 
who demonstrates ability in surmount-
ing a physical impairment, or a trades-
man for his skills, or a speaker for their 
comfortable conversation, or an enter-
tainer for their ability to amuse.

As humans, we all have strengths, as 
well as weaknesses or impairments, and 
naturally we often compensate any 
impairments with strengths in other 
areas. Sometimes an impairment is 
more pronounced and impactful –  
then it is called a disability.

We know that people with intellec-
tual disabilities can and do participate 
in our society. They work and do tasks; 
they play and participate; they contrib-
ute and produce value. They have 
strengths. I have had clients that 
demonstrated to me superior skills to 
my own in communication and ability 
to build relationships; superior physical 
abilities; superior observational skills; 

complex task. With appropriate sup-
ports, one cohort of employees with 
intellectual disabilities maintained 
stable employment for over 7.5 years on 
average (twice the national average of 
3.3 years). This can only happen when 
the person is right for the job, and the 
person is beneficial for the organisation.

It doesn’t take special skills to 
employ a person with an intellectual 
disability, it takes vision to see a per-
son’s strengths, fortitude and courage to 
trust that the right person will make you 
money, and faith so see the truth that 
there are tasks that can be performed by 
a person with a disability.

Are you an employer who makes a 
difference? Could you become a better 
person by improving our society? Could 
you improve your business and employ 
a person with a disability?

W Bro Brian Kramer is a Vocational Trainer 
for Jobsupport, a Disability Employment 
Service provider for people with a 
moderate intellectual disability. He can be 
contacted at bkramer@jobsupport.org.au

The quality of a society (e.g. the people, ergo: you!) can 
be measured by how it unifies and includes the diverse 
participants of its population.
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Across
8 See 17 Down

9 Adopt a course of acion for a holiday 
venue (6)

10 One balsa construction for shell fish (8)

11 Alarm for refurbished bordello (8)

13 Heron found in regretful situation (5)

14 In the Preliminary Examination what  
is Freemasonry illustrated by? (7)

16 Bush tot awash in the spas (3, 4)

20 See 3 Down

22 In the Preliminary Examination what is 
Freemasony veiled in? (8)

25 Count usual letters without Capone 
and end up grovelling (8)

26 Where marsupial might drink to provide 
protection from impact damage (3, 3)

27 Seperation move for a worker in  
stone (9, 5)

Down
1 Classification for a tailored grey coat (8) 

2 See 3 Down 

3, 2 down and 20 across The Distinguishing 
Characteristics of Our Order are (6, 6, 5)

4 Ariel is obviously oine from the Middle 
East (7)

5 Pacers managed to just get by (6)

6 Mr Ed Coat applied for membership  
of this Political Party (8)

7 The rise is governed by this odd  
stance (6)

12 Abridged title (3)

15 Dinner suit cloth found is mess bath 
area (8)

17 down and 8 across The consice 
Masters made to keep such matters 
esoteric (3, 7, 7)

18 Let Rambo get involved in Earl Greys 
flavour (8)

19 Cactus I cultivate produces a corrosive 
substance (7)

20 Some gentlemen Torries include a 
Masonic Counsellor (6)

21 A money situation raises a Landed 
Gentleman (6)

23 Darrel upset in the pantry (6)

24 Few leave flag below for it to become 
world-wide (6)
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March Quiz answers

Service Certificates and Initiates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Congratulations to our masons 

70
EDWARDS, Ronald . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35

FRITH, Ian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Eltham 272

PEARSE, George  . . . . Lodge Ballina United 112

60
CAMERON, Ross . . . . . . . . . Lodge St James 45

CARLISLE, Ross . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Burnside 729

DANIEL, John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Forster  
Great Lakes United 994

GRIBBLE, Robert . . . . .Lodge Morning Star 410

McDONALD, Raymond . . . Lodge Camden 217

PARKER, Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Lake  
Macquarie 243

ROBBERDS, Clement . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Lake  
Macquarie 243

STEEL, Kenneth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Eastern  
Suburbs 1050

STEVENS, Mervyn . . . Lodge Ballina United 112

TROW, Alfred  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Courallie 235

WALKER, Leslie . . . . . .Lodge Morning Star 410

WILLMAN, Ronald . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Forster  
Great Lakes United 994
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BARBER, David . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  

St Andrew 56

BUTLER, John . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Camden 217

CARTLIDGE, Peter . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Canoblas 
Lewis 806

CASSIDY, Theodore . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan 
St Andrew 56

GRIFFITHS, Graeme . . Lodge Army & Navy 517

HANDLEY, Ian . . . . . . . . . . . . Lachlan Macquarie 
Lodge 1042

HASSALL, Robert  . . . Lodge Ballina United 112

HOLMES, Geoffrey . . . . . . . . Balmain Lodge 23

MACKENZIE, Anthony . . . . . . . . . The Goldfields 
Lodge 40

ROBINSON, Leslie . . . Lodge Leeton-Yanco 313

WILLIAMS, Gary . . . . . . . . . The Hills Lodge 1025

WILLIAMS, George . . . Coffs Harbour Daylight 
Lodge 1016

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE
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Aussie Q&A answers from page 37:
1. Liberal Party 

2. NSW

3. A child 

4. Apex

5. Skippy

6. Luna Park

7. Edmond Barton

8. Mark Philippousis 

9. Rice Bubbles 

10. Bates 

11. Hume. 

12. Durham. 

13. South Australia. 

14. Tasmania. 

15. Penicillin. 

16. Picnic at. 

17. Medicare. 

18. The WACA. 

19. The Matildas. 

20. Sturt’s Desert Pea.

Welcome to our new members
AL KARAWI, Emad . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

ANDREW, Eric . . . . . Lodge Benjamin Pryor 709

ARMSTRONG, Lou . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dawn 511

BAIRD, Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Barham 561

BENCHOAM, Roy. . . . .Lodge Morning Star 410

BITSCHKAT, Shane . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35

BONIFACIO, Francis . . . . . .Lodge Honour 1054

CHAKER, Bilal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parramatta City  
Daylight Lodge 1014

CHIU, Georgie . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Courallie 235

CUSTODIO, Dennis . . . . . . . . . . Parramatta City  
Daylight Lodge 1014

DAVISON, Shaun . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Wyvern 813

DONNELLANN, Damian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge 
Hornsby 262

EFESSOPOULOS, Con . . . . . . . Lodge Southern  
Cross 91

FRANKEL, Jason  . . . .Lodge Southern Cross 91

FRUMAR, Daniel  . . . . . .Lodge Mark Owen 828

GIMENEZ, Gerry . . . . Lodge Middle Harbour 85

GIRKIN, Ian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Wyong  
Tuggerah Lakes 247

GRAVA, Glen . . Australian Lodge of Fidelity 101

GREENE, Simon . . . . Lodge Middle Harbour 85

HAYWOOD, Aaron . . . . . . . . . Lodge Pacific 298

HODGES, Tom  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Paxton 608

IBRAHIM, Omran . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

KARABELLI, Mert. . . . . . . . Lodge Vaucluse 266

KARBOWSKI, Filip . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dunblane  
Australis 966

KARIM, Mahmoud  . . . . . . . . . Lodge Blacktown  
Kildare 393

LLOYD, Hugh . . . . . . . . Lodge Fire Brigades 940

LLOYD, George . . . . . . Lodge Fire Brigades 940

MAHER, Chris . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Germania 1036

MARJASON, Ian . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan St 
Andrew 56

MARJASON, Henry . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan St 
Andrew 56

McCABE, William . . Lodge Benjamin Pryor 709

McGEE, Blair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35

MOREHOUSE, Duncan . . . .Lodge Oberon 355

NOVERAS, Edward . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Canberra  
Unity 465

ODELL, Gavin . . . . . . . . Lodge Commonwealth  
of Australia 633

PATTERSON, Glenn  . . . . . . . . Lodge Sir Joseph  
Banks 300

PHARE, Darren . . . . . . .Lodge Morning Star 410

PHILLIPS, Jason  . . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  
St Andrew 56

POSADA, Delfin . . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414

REYNOLDS, Alwyn . . Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai 1033

RONDO, Darren . . . . . . . . . . . .City of Newcastle 
Lodge 170

SE, Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906

STOKES, Beau  . . . . . . . . . . . .Hunter United 246

TEIXEIRA, Joel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dunblane 
Australis 966

TSATSKO, Uri  . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Phoenix 1034

VELASCO, Jong . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parramatta City 
Daylight Lodge 1014

VILLANUEVA, Bon . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414

VUKMIROVIC, Alex . . . . . . Lodge Vaucluse 266

WHITEHEAD, Mark . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Canoblas 
Lewis 806
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The Coronavirus pandemic has impacted many people’s lives and work and even as we 
return to a new Covid-normal, many are still needing our help.  

During our Appeal Quarter, we once again ask you for your help to enable us to continue 
your Charity in Action, providing much-needed support and financial assistance to those in 
need. 

To find out more about your Charity in Action, 
and the people we have supported, please  
visit rfbi.com.au 

Thank you for your generosity and  
continuous support.

Help us continue your Charity in Action

 

To make a donation, please visit rfbi.com.au or use the envelope provided. Donations of $2.00 and over are tax 
deductible and every dollar we receive goes to helping people in need.
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